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THE WILD SIDE = ™™

nside this /ssue: "Time sometimes flies like a bird, sometimes crawls like a snail; but a
man is happiest when he does not even notice whether it passes
Pagq swiftly or slowly" (Ivan Turgenev, Russian Author, 1818-1883)

wild Side 1 _ : -
e For the past year the honor of serving as your President has definitely

seen the time fly like a bird although at times | wish it had been more
like a snail. | can hardly believe that it has been almost been a year
and | thank all of you that have encouraged me to serve on the Na-
Meeting at a Glance 41 tional Military Fish and Wildlife Association (NMFWA) Board of Direc-
tors (BOD). Although | have served in several capacities your support
Highlights of the Meeting 51 qyring my tenure as President has been humbling, most welcome and
S0 very much appreciated.

Registration is Open 3

Bird Data Needed 13

14| | began my tenure hoping that you all would become involved in
NMFWA in some way. Any contribution, no matter how small, is im-
portant for anyone to feel as if they are part of something bigger. Our
Past President Gene Stout captured my sentiments in the March 1985
FAWN when he wrote "Our organization...any organization is only as
Funding Available 171 good as its members are willing to make it." Involvement and commu-
nication is what | believe makes NMFWA so effective. The uniqueness
of our jobs means that educating and learning from one another is a
primary way of improving. | remember the first time | attended a

Seals and the Eagle

Mixer and Awards Banquet 15

Sikes Act & ESA Training 18

Show and Tell 191 NMFWA meeting thinking to myself that | had found my peers. When
| think of when and where NMFWA began | am amazed at the contri-
Photo Contest 201 Dputions our past efforts and members have made to the conservation
community and natural resources management on federal lands. |
Board Report 221 truly think that several small acts of many can move large boulders if
not mountains. With our typical can-do biologist attitudes | think
Conference Roundup 23| NMFWA does just that. But, we cannot do it without your help whether

Continued on next page
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The Wild Side, con 06t

it be serving on the BOD, helping out at our upcoming meeting, writing an article, or partici-
pating in a Working Group. Every little contribution helps the larger cause.

One way to contribute every day is to take a moment to share something about what you do
so we can all learn a lesson from your experiences - bad or good. In addition to sharing your
accomplishments with your fellow NMFWA members | think it is also important to take a mo-
ment to boast about yourselves outside our community. It may seem a bit conceited at first
but | think we need to let everyone know what great work we do to support military training
and readiness. Sometimes | find it helpful to have a daily reminder. Since last March | have
used the NMFWA gavel as my helpful reminder. The gavel sits proudly, and | must admit a
bit awkwardly, on my dresser. | see it every day (when | am home) and | use it to remind my-
self of my responsibility to the members of NMFWA as well as my job as a Department of De-
fense Natural Resources Manager. So find your own "gavel" and let it remind you to brag
about your work and focus on what is important to you.

It is such a privilege to represent such a wonderful group of people who share, and most im-
portantly execute, the same values and commitment for our natural resources and the military
mission we proudly support. As you know, success in both requires great creativity, times we
are literally crawling like snails, but wonderful moments of soaring like birds and earning that
right to boast.

As you will see this edition of the FAWN focuses on our upcoming meeting in Kansas City,
Missouri. | hope you are all able to join us for an excellent meeting. Please know that all
members are welcome to attend the Board of Directors meetings and we encourage your at-
tendance and involvement. Hopefully we will see you all soon!
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| tos That Ti me of Year Ag:

2011 National Military Fish and Wildlife Association
Annual Training Workshop and Meeting

March 14 -19, 2011

|l n Conjunction with the W Il dlife
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference

We have an excellent agenda for the 2011 meeting with a-
range of workshops, technical sessions and all eight Wor
Groups will have their meetings. The agenda is still a draft,
keep checking the website for up to date information.

Kansas City, Missouri- Once a bustling supply stop for settlers heading West, today's Kansas City is a
booming Midwestern metropolis known for its outstanding barbecue, swinging jazz music and hundreds of
beautiful fountains. Welcome to Kansas City, the "Paris of the Plains".

You can nowegister onliner download and mail the appropriate form

TheWestin Crown Centeds the host hotel for the conference (group rate available until Feb 26)..

WMI has set up a special rate with Super Shuttle between the airport and hotel of $17 one way or $28
round trip. To make reservationsp://www.supershuttle.com/default.aspx?GC=LWQ8C&PORT=MCI

Average high temperature in March is 55 degrees, with an average low of 33 degrees.

To register, follow the link below and choose National
Military Wildlife Association under Registration Type.

http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=348&Itemid=61



http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=348&Itemid=61
http://guest.cvent.com/d/ldqtnb/4W
http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=410&Itemid=154
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/westin/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=1039
http://www.supershuttle.com/default.aspx?GC=LWQ8C&PORT=MCI
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The 2011 Meeting will feature training courses, workshops, technical sessions and working
group meetings. See NMFWA.org for the most up -to-date schedule.

A quick glance at the schedule:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Thursday Friday
(Concurrent)

DOD Endangered SpebOD Policy Update Tools for Managin®ASH Success Stori@at Working Grouplnvasive Specie
cies Act Implementation Training Land Erosion Working Group
Training Course

New Golden Eagle Law Enforcement
Guidance Working Group

Natural Resources DOD Breakout SesProfessional TraininGonservation of RepPollinator WorkingHerpetology Wo
Communication Work- sions Opportunities for DOfes and Amphibians Group ing Group

shop Natural Resources
Managers

Avian Protection or Biemonitoring of  Invasive Species Fish & Wildlife Out-DOD Partners i
Powerlines Wetlands, Rivers a door Recreation Flight

Streams Working Group
Climate Change
Natural Resource: Climate Change BASHWorking

Opportunities at Sn Working Group Group
Installations

Volunteers are needed to help with the PowerPoint
presentations at the meeting in Kansas City. The pres-
entations are loaded onto the laptops prior to the daily
sessions and volunteers are primarily responsible for
opening the appropriate PowerPoint files. A brief train-
ing session will be conducted by David Beckmann, IT

Coordinator. Individuals can pick one or more sessions.

If you are interested in helping or have questions,
please contact David at your earliest convenience at
david.beckmannl@us.army.mil

This is a great opportunity to contribute a small amount
of time to the NMFWA meeting success. It only takes a
few minutes and you can still enjoy the session.
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Highlights of the 2011 Annual Meeting Program

Monday, 14 March

Endangered Species Act (ESA) Implementation Training Course

DoD Natur al Resources Conservationés Legacy Progr:
tion@bah.com

The DoD Natur al Resources Conser vat-dag BSA tmpleneegtaiany P
course intended for experienced DoD natural resource managers. This interactive course clarifies the listing an
delisting process, includes topics such as critical habitat exemptions and exclusions, and offers lessons learne
through case study examples. The course provides plenty of time for questions and answers, and features i
structors who are experienced natural resource professionals.

For specific information on DoD Natural Resources Conservation Program workshops and training, visit
http://www.dodworkshops.org/Training.html

Natural Resources Communication Workshop
Jon K. Hooper, Ph.D., Verbal Victories Communication Consulting

This workshopoés goal is to Enhance Communicati on
to help natural and cultural resource professionals communicate more effectively with general as well as techni
cal audiences via oral presentations. Since many natural and cultural resource management problems are pe
ple-oriented, more effective communication can significantly improve many management programs.

The workshop focuses on improving personal presentations using corgpagrated presentations via Micro-

soft's PowerPoint software. The workshop is practic&nted and enhances participants' communication skills

in planning, preparing, presenting, and evaluating presentations. A variety of topics are covered including se:
lecting communication strategies for specific audiences, designing effective presentation graphics that really ge
the message across, using the power of PowerPoint effectively, setting up and operating computer projectiol
equipment properly, and handling difficult, or even hostile, audiences using the Verbal Victories© system.
The course uses a muttimensional approach combining lectures, demonstrations, activities, aypdayley.

Avian Protection on Powerlines

Rick Harness, EDM International, Inc., 4001 Automation Way, Fort Collins, CO 80525; 24001,
RHarness@edmlink.com

This half day workshop will provide information on avian/raptor electrocution and collision prevention. It will
cover avian protection plan guidelines, laws, mitigation strategies, and remedial techniques for the protection o
avian species. It will include discussion about protected bird species; regulations and enforcement; bird interac
tions with power lines; utility concerns; military base case studies; and products to mitigate bird issues.

In April 2005, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and The Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
(APLIC) produced Avian Protection Plan (APP) guidelines. The APP guidelines are intended to serve as a "tool
box" from which a utility can select and tailor components applicable to its specific bird interaction needs. The
APP guidelines recommend annual training on avian issues. The upcoming NMFWA workshop will provide
instruction on how to develop an Avian Protection Plan and will also fulfill the role of providing this important
annual training.

Continued on next page
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Hi ghlights of the 2011 Annual Meet

Tues, 15 March
DOD Policy Update

L. Peter Boice, Conservation Team Lead, Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Installations and
Environment

Service Breakout Sessions

Air Force : Daniel Friese, PhD, Air Force Center for Engineering and the Environment, daniel.friese@us.af.mil
Army : Steve SekscienskiDACSIM, Environmental Division, steven.sekscienski@us.army.mil

Marine Corps : Ryan Orndorff, HQMC, Conservation Section, ryan.orndorff@usmc.mil

Navy : Tammy Conkle, Navy Installations Command HQ, tammy.conkle@navy.mil

National Guard and Reserve: Meet with lead Service

Wednesday, 16 March

WMI Plenary (no topic on WMI schedule yet)

WMI Concurrent Special Sessions

* Integrating Aquatic and Terrestrial Resource Management

* America's Great Outdoor Initiative: What's in it for Wildlife?

* Finding Meaning and Opportunity in Landscape Conservation Cooperatives
* Mitigation Funding in Wildlife Conservation: Does Anyone Have A Plan?

TECHNICAL SESSION 1:
Tools for Managing Training Land Erosion and Surface RurOff

John A. Hall, Ph.D., Program Manager for Resource Conservation and Climate Change SERDP/ESTCP, 901 N. Stu
St., Suite 303, Arlington, VA 222068853; 703696-2125; john.hall@osd.mil

Assessing Vehicle Training Impacts in Support of Installation Land Management

Daniel Koch, ERDGCERL, Champaign, IL; Heidi Howard, ERBCERL, Champaign, IL; Paul Ayers, The Univer-
sity of Tennessee, Knoxville TN; Gary Siebert, Cybernet Systems, Ann Arbor, Ml

Rapid Soil Erosion Assessment Modeling for Predicting Gully Locations and Erosion BMP Placement

S.L. Hutchinsoh J.M. Shawn Hutchinsdnand Patrick Bussén' Department of Biological and Agricultural Engi-
neering and Department of Geography, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 66506

Continuous, Wireless Monitoring of Sediment Flux within Streams on Military Installations

J. Stephen McClung 3r.Naiqian Zhan@ Xu Wanﬁ, Thomas, Carl JohnshrtU.S. Army Aberdeen Test Center, 400
Colleran Road, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland 21005’Kemsas State University, Biological & Agricultural
Engineering, 129 Seaton Hall, Manhattan, KS

Continued on next page
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Hi ghlights of the 2011 Annual Me e t

Wednesday, 16 March

TECHNICAL SESSION 2

Professional Training Opportunities for Department of Defense (DoD) Natural Resource Managers

David-Bryden Pease, Director of Natural and Cultural, Hazardous Waste, and HAZWOPER Courses, U.S. Navy Civil
Engineer Corps Officer School (CECOS), Port Hueneme, California

DoD Conservation Training Opportunities for DoD Natural Resources
Managers through the U.S. Navyds Civil Engineer (

Douglas Ripley, Natural Resources Instructor, feain, Incorporated, Waldorf, Maryland, and Datdyden Pease,
Director of Natural and Cultural, Hazardous Waste, and HAZWOPER Courses, U.S. Navy Civil Engineer Corps Offi-
cer School (CECOS), Port Hueneme, California

Conservation Training Opportunities for DoD Natural Resources
Managers at the National Conservation Training Center.

Jay Slack, Director, National Conservation Training Center, USFWS, Shepherdstown, West Virginia

The Sustainable Military Lands Management Certificate(Colorado State University)

Lee Barber, Director, Center for Environmental Management of Military Lands (CEMML), Colorado State University,
Fort Collins, Colorado

TECHNICAL SESSION 3:

Natural Resources Opportunities at Small Installations

Gerald T. Johnson, Chief, Asset Management Flight, 100 W Ent Street, F
child AFB, WA 99011

The NIOC Sugar Grove Natural Resource Program

Steven W. Niethamer, NIOC SUGAR GROVE WYV, Installation Environ-
mental & Natural Resources Programs Manager, 63 Hedrick Dr., Code: I
Sugar Grove, WV 26815

Enhancing Base Natural Resources on a Shoestring Budget: The Fort
Drum Experience

Raymond Rainbolt, Fish & Wildlife Program Manager, 85 First St W, IMN **
DRM-PWE, Fort Drum NY 13605097

An Idea and an Application: Acquiring Conservation Funds for Military
Installations

Steve Selser, 92nd Civil Engineer Squadron , Fairchild AFB, WA 99011

Continued on next page
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Hi ghlights of the 2011 Annual Me et

Thursday, 17 March

TECHNICAL SESSION 4

Managing BASH Challenges
Jim Swift, Natural Resources Specialist, 22541 Johnson Road, Naval Air Station Patuxent River, MD 20670

USAF Biologists: A Conflict of Missions
Dan Sullivan, Head Quarters Air Force Safety Center, Kirtland AFB, NM

Wildlife Hazard Management At Airports: Twenty Years Of Growth And Progress For Wildlife Services
Michael Beiger, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services, Washington, DC

BASH: Across The Fence Your Neighbors Perspective and Potential Compromises Between Two Differing
DoD Missions

Neil M. Bass, US Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City, Ml
Carmen Lombardo, Marine Corp Air Station Cherry Point, Cherry Point, NC
CDR Worra, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Whidbey Island, WA

TECHNICAL SESSION 5

Special Session: Implementation of Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act Regulations

George T. Allen, Eliza Savage, and Diana Whittington, Division of Migratory Bird Management, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop 4107, Arlington, Virginia 222630

In September 2009, the Fish and Wildlife Service published a final rule for two new permit regulations for take of

eagl es. The new permits authorize incidental take
take of eagle nests under l imited circumstances. B
Afitake that is recurring, is not caused solely by in
| ocations that cannot be specifically identified. o

avoidable despite implementation of comprehensive measures called Advanced Conservation Practices develope
in cooperation with the Service. ACPs are to be scientificalfyportable measures approved by the Service that
represent the besatvailable techniques to reduce eagle disturbance and ongoing mortalities to a level where remain-
ing take is unavoidable.

FWS determined the number of permits that could be issued based on the overall goal of maintaining stable or in-
creasing breeding populations. U.S. population data indicate potential population declines across the four large Bird
Conservation Regions in the West, so FWS will only consider Golden Eagle take permits for safety emergencies,
programmatic permits, and any other permits that will result in a reduction of ongoing take or a net take of zero.

FWS is crafting guidance on implementation, including protocols and standards for developing ACPs and program-
matic permits.

Continued on next page
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Hi ghlights of the 2011 Annual Me e t

Thursday, 17 March
TECHNICAL SESSION 6

DoD Conservation of Reptiles and Amphibians
Matthew Hohmann, US Army ERBCERL, P.O. Box 9005, Champaign, IL 6182605

A System of Herpetological Taxonomic Synchronization for Military Installations

James Collins, The Center for North American Herpetology, Director, Kansas Biological Survey, 2101 Constant Ave-
nue, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 66047

Prey-mediated Effects of Drought on Condition and Survival of a Terrestrial Snake

Jinelle H. Sperry, Construction Engineering Research Laboratory, U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development
Center, Champaign, IL

Eastern Hellbender Management at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri
Kenton Lohraff, US Armyi DPW Natural Resources Branch, 1334 First St, Fort Leonard Wood, MO

Fort Rileyds Dedication to Increase Awareness of Nat
Personnel, their Families and the Public

Mike P. Houck, DPW Environmental Division, Fort Riley Military Reservation, Fort Riley, KS

TECHNICAL SESSION 7

DoD Management of Invasive Species

David Beckmann, Directorate of Public Works, Environmental Division, Natural Resources Branch, 2171 S. 8th Ave-
nue, Fort McCoy, WI 54656

Adaptive Sampling Methods for Surveying and Mapping Nonindigenous Invasive Plant Species

Vickie Backus, Kathi Irvine', Bruce Maxwelt, Lisa Rew, Matthew Hohmanf *Montana State University, Boze-
man, MT;2Construction Engineering Research LaboratdsyS. Army Engineer Research and Development Center,
Champaign, IL

Spatial Modeling of NonNative Invasive Plant Species Impact on Military Installations

Serene Onf Sheridan StorfeMartin Wong and Naicong L *Redlands Institute, University of Redlands, 1200 E.
Colton Ave, Redlands, CA 9237®99:%Fort Huachuca, AZ

Using Spatial Decision Support to Prioritize Nornative Invasive Plant Species Management

Matthew Hohmanh Naicong Lf, Philip Murphy?, Sheridan StorfeVal Morrill%, Serene Orfg Lisa Benvenufj

Keith Reynold3 Nathan Strogtand Martin Wong *US Army ERDGCERL, Champaign, IL?Redlands Institute,
Redlands, CA%InfoHarvest, Seattle, WAFort Huachuca, AZUSFS Pacific Northwest Research Station, Corvallis,
OR

Continued on next page
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Thursday, 17 March
TECHNICAL SESSION 8

DoD Climate Change IssuegqThis session is still being finaliz8dmore to come)
Laura Muhs, Natural Resource Specialist, HQ Naval Facilities Engineering Command

TECHNICAL SESSION 9

Biomonitoring of Wetlands, Rivers, and Streams
D. Christopher Rogers, Kansas Biological Survey, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS

Quantitative Macroinvertebrate Bioassessment
D. Christopher Rogers, Kansas Biological Survey, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS

From Wet Prairies to Dry Wetland Basins: Restoration Techniques to Increase Biodiversity in the Midwest and
Great Plains

Kelly Kindscher, Kansas Biological Survey, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS; Quinn Long, Kansas Biological
Survey, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS

Stream Assessments: Critical Factors in Developing an Study Design

Don Huggins & Debra Baker, Central Plains Center for BioAssessment, Kansas Biological Survey, University of Kan-
sas, 2101 Constant Ave, Lawrence, KS 66047

A Partnership Approach to Aquatic Stewardship at Eglin AFB
William Tate, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Jackson Guard, Eglin AFB

ENDORSENENT LETTER

DOD and U.S. Navy endorsement letters are now available for the Kansas City
Annual Training Workshop on the NMFWA website.

An endorsement letter may help get approval to attend the meeting, especially
in this budget climate.

Contin-
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Hi ghlights of the 2011 Annual Me et

WORKING GROUP MEETINGS:

Bat Working Group Meeting

The Bat Working group invites anyone interested in bat conservation and management on DoD lands to attend tl
working group meeting. This working group meeting will focus on 2 main tasks. First, we will elect new officers.
The remainder of the meeting will focus on the largest and most immediate threat to bat conservatiemos&'hite
Syndrome (WNS). Invited speakers will present a summary of the current status of WNS as well as discussion of th
specific impacts to the DoD mission. In addition to presentations, there will be time set aside for related questions ¢
questions on other topics that might be of interest to members.

Moderators: Eric Britzke, Eric.R.Britzke@usace.army.mil and Matt Moran, matthew.moran@elmendorf.af.mil

Conservation Law Enforcement Working Group Meeting

The goals of the Conservation Law Enforcement Working Group (CLEWG) are to (1) Facilitate communication and
information exchange among members of NMFWA who are responsible for conservation law enforcement or thost
who have an interest in conservation law enforcement; (2) Enhance knowledge and technical capabilities of Dol
natural resources and conservation law enforcement professionals in the area of conservation law enforcement; and
to Increase awareness and appreciation within DOD of conservation law enforcement issues anegdigjon
processes.

Moderator: Ed Panas, Edward.Panas@Vandenberg.af.mil

Pollinator Working Group Meeting

DoD manages over 29 million acres of land, as well as air and sea space. These lands encompass a wide variety
habitats, including many that are now rare and unique. Healthy landscapes are vital to carrying out the military mis
sion. Native plant communities resist erosion from tank maneuvers, are resilient to fire, and provide realistic and saf
training environments for our soldiers. Pollinators are an important component to this vital natural system and play
key role in keeping these systems healthy. In 2009 the DoD Natural Resources Conservation Program sponsored a F
linator Habitat Restoration for DoD Land Managers workshop at NMFWA, which focused on creating and restoring
pollinator habitats. As a result of this workshop, The DoD Natural Resources Program sponsored 33 jpeléitedor
National Public Lands Day (NPLD) projects in 2009. In 2010, the Program funded 20 NPLD projects directly related
to pollinators and their habitats. During this year's working group meeting, we will learn about the outcomes of the
2009 workshop and the pollinatoglated NPLD projects it generated, as well as other pollimatated efforts on
military installations.

Moderator: Erica Evans, evans_erica@bah.com

Fish & Wildlife Recreation Working Group

No matter the military service, the size of the installation, or the recreational opportunities available, most installation:
that allow recreation are faced with many of the same challenges. This year the format of the working group meetin
will be selected discussion topics including recreation permit issuance, all aspects of tree stands, and what are the p
alties for violators. There will also be time at the end of the session for an open forum where people can ask for moi
information, make others aware of issues, and/or solve a problem at your installation.

Moderator: Raymond Rainbolt, Raymond.E.Rainbolt@us.army.mil

Continued on next page
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Hi ghlights of the 2011 Annual Me et

WORKING GROUP MEETINGS:

Climate Change Working Group Meeting

The goals of the Climate Change WG are to facilitate communication and information exchange among members «
NMFWA and the DaoD interested or involved with climate change effects on natural resources at military installations,
and increase awareness of issues related to adaptive management of natural resources in response to climate chan
military installations. The Climate Change WG was initiated during the 2010 NMFWA meeting, with 24 NMFWA
members supporting the creation of this working group. The 2011 NMFWA meeting marks the first year that the Cli-
mate Change WG will officially meet to address these issues.

Moderator: Laura Muhs, laura.muhs@navy.mil

Invasive Species Working Group Meeting

The goals of the ISWG are to host communication and information exchange among members of NMFWA intereste
in invasive species, enhance knowledge and technical capabilities of DoD natural resource professionals, and incree
awareness within DoD of invasive species management issues, deaiomg processes and funding avenues. At
this time there are over 130 ISWG members working to attain these goals.

Moderator: David Beckmann, david.beckmannl@us.army.mil

DoD Partners in Flight Meeting

Representatives from the DoD Partners in Flight Program will discuss the latest topics in bird conservation, as well ¢
updates on DoD's species of concern, the updated strategic plan, and Coordinated Bird Monitoring. An open forum fc
questions will be included.

Moderator: Chris Eberly, ceberly@dodpif.org

Herpetology Working Group Meeting

NMFWA's Herpetology Working Group (HWG) facilitates communication, enhances knowledge, and increases
awareness for people interested in the conservation of reptiles and amphibians. The group's efforts are especially -
cused on issues that affect herpetile conservation on Department of Defense lands. Currently, the HWG has 182 me
bers.

Moderators: Jim Asmus, james.asmus@usmc.mil and Matt Hohmann, Matthew.G.Hohmann@usace.army.mil

Bird/Animal Strike Hazard (BASH) Working Group

The goals of the BASH Working Group are to facilitate communication and information exchange among members o
NMFWA interested in BASH, enhance knowledge and technical capabilities of DoD natural resource professionals
and increase awareness within the DoD of BASH management issues, de@kiog procedures. This is the first
meeting of the BASH working group and anyone interested in becoming a member is welcome to join.

Moderator: Jim Swift, james.swift@navy.mil
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DoD Data Archiving and Bird Monitoring Assistance
Richard Fischer

| am conducting a "datmining" effort to archive DoD avian inventory and monitoring data into the Coordi-
nated Bird Monitoring Database (CBMD) and the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). Thanks to Chris
Eberly and DoD Partners in Flight, and the Department of Defense Legacy Resources Managemen: Progr:
Office, this project has successfully obtained and archived nearly 200 data sets from work cond icted c
DoD lands.

Avian inventory and monitoring data have been collected at U.S. military installations for at least th2 past
decades. Four years ago, the USGS conducted a data call to installations to determine the extent of monit
ing projects at DoD facilities. That information has been summarized and will be published soon in the Leg
acy-funded Coordinated Bird Monitoring (CBM) Plan for DoD. The CBM effort has determined that inven-
tory and monitoring data have been collected on at least 181 installations by using a wide variety of tecl
niques. Many of these datasets are likely either still in hardcopy form stowed in filing cabinets, or as elec
tronic files stored on various computer or backup systems. As computers are replaced, personnel retire
move to other jobs, the likelihood of these data remaining retrievable decreases. The more time trat pas:
from data collection to retrieval and archiving, the higher the probability that those data will be lost.

The DoD CBM plan will clearly identify that monitoring programs occur on a large number of installations,

but much of the data collected for these efforts has not been used to its full potential. The utility of these da
sets is multifold: (1) Archiving and uploading data to the CBMD will allow installation managers to germa-

nently archive and retrieve data sets at any time; (2) natural resources managers can query data to lool
such parameters as relative abundance of species on versus off the base, and identify specific locations or
distribution of a species across the installation; and (3) managers should be able to conduct ingtdketion

or regionwide analyses relevant to conducting NEPA assessments, and complying with the Migratory Birc
Treaty Act, Migratory Bird "Readiness” Rule, and ESA, among other laws and regulations, when assessir
potential impacts of readiness and wieadiness activities on birds.

| am requesting that you consider sending me a list of available data sets (electronic or otherwise) and yc
ability to provide each set. Once | have generated a list of available data sets, we can begin the process
submission to the CBMD and AKN. Individual installations that submit data will remain the data "cwner"
and will set the security level for access to data sets. None of these data will be made available either insi
or outside of DoD without approval from individual installations.

The Legacy program has also funded an effort to provide monitoring assistance to individual instellations
This is a free service that provides technical expertise in the design of new monitoring projects, or th
streamlining of existing projects.

If you are interested in participating in either of these efforts, please contact Dr. Richard A. Fischer, U.S
Army Engineer Research and Development Center, aB%85707 orRichard.A.Fischer@usace.army.mil

ol reali zed t hat i f I had t o c¢hoq

have birds than airplanes. é Char



mailto:Richard.A.Fischer@usace.army.mil
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Last summer US Navy SEALS stationed in Afghanistan were tasked with

training Afghan Soldiers. At the end of a day on the rifle range a steppe

eagle landed on the range and an Afghan soldier fired, shattering the

ELUG:-V ZLQJ 7ZR 6(%$/6 UHVFXHG WKH ELUG DQG EXLI
size of a closet). They nursed it back to health, but when they let it out

Rl WKH FDJH LW FRXOG QRW IO\ 7KH\ NQHZ "OLWFKu .
they rotated out in the next three months, so they contacted the Berk-

shire Bird Sanctuary to ask for help. Getting Mitch to the US would take

a Senator (Chuck Schumer), the approval of two agencies (US Fish and

Wildlife Service and US Department of Agriculture), as well as the Af-

JKDQ *RYHUQPHQW 5HDG PRUH DERXW OLWFK-V LQI
http://www.birdparadise.org/afghan -eagle-rescued-by-us-fighters.html




