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CALL FOR PAPERS ~
1986 NMFWA MEETING

The National Military Fish and Wildlife Associ-
ation workshop will be held on 21-26 March
1986 at the MGM Grand Hotel in Reno, Nevada in
COnjuﬁction with the North American Wildlife
Conference. Suggested topics include: agri-
culture/wildlife conflicts; urban/suburban
wildlife; computer models for natural resource
fish and wildlife programs; control of nui-
sance wildlife; military mission and natural’
resource conflicts. These are just a few to
think about. A one page double-spaced ab= .. ..
st;acf of your paper should be sent by 1 Nov-
ember 1985 to: Larry Adams, Natural Resources
Manager, Naval Air Station, Patuxent River,
Maryland 20670-5504, (301)863-3670 or AV 356~
3670. Please indicate if you need audio-
visual aids or other specialized equipment.

to make your presentation.

Anyone wishing to nominate individuals or
themselves for NMFWA elected positions should
notify Joe Ward, Nominations Committee Chair-
person, by 1 Nov. 85, HQ AFESC/DEVN, Tyndall
AFB, FL.’ 32403-6001.

Proposed changes to the NMFWA by-laws must be
published at least 60 days prior to & general
membership meeting. Copies of any proposals
must be sent to us by 1 December 85 to be pub-
lished in the Christmas/New Years edition.
That will be the final publication prior to:
the March meeting.

We regret not scheduling a newsletter for
early fall publication but budget constraints
limits us to one more issue. As the deadline
for this issue was reached (and extended) I
was concerned about sufficient content. Sud-
denly my unreliable mailbox was inundated and
the newsletter filled out nicely. '
The NMFWA congratulates all the nominees in
the 1985 DOD Natural Resources Conservation -
Award Program (details in Noteworthy News).

Steve Kruger,a student trainee working for the
Ft.McCoy Fish and Wildlife Section,is eligible
for non-competetive conversion to a GS-5 or 7
career/career cond. wildlife,environmental,or
nat. resources position from 2 Aug.-29 Nov.85.

“Contact Commander,Ft.McCoy,CPOQStudent Program

Coordinator,Sparta,Wi.54656.(608-388-3755.)
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THE WILD SIDE

Gene Stout - NMFWA President

Just lucky, I guess. It so happened
that the markup of the Sikes Act Bill was
scheduled while I was in Washington this
April for a DOD workshop. Not knowing
what:to expect, I attended the hearing
chaired by Congressman John Breaux, a
long-time champion of conservation.

It was short...about 10 minutes for the
bill, but oh was:it sweet! Congressman
Don Young offered ammendments to this bill
(H.R. 1202) which obviously were well re-
searched. Frankly, I was prepared to see
progress in the form of minor improvements,
which seems to be the way of government.

In various ways, military wildlifers had
submitted a Christmas wish list to the
bill drafters, but I expected only token
gestures.

Was I wrong! Congressman Young's
ammendments included virtually every item
we hoped to see included!

The bill encourages the use of pro-
fessionals for fish and wildlife manage-
ment and enforcement. ’

The bill strongly promotes the devel-
opment of truly integrated cooperative
plans with the state and Interior and re-
quires their review by Interior at least

every 5 years.

H.R. 1202 gives these plans, once
signed by all parties, a very strong status.
A provision states that 'né sale of land, or
forest products from land, that is subject to
that plan' and '"no leasing of land that is
subject to that plan'" shall be made "unless
the effects of that sale or leasing are com-
patible with the purposes of the plan.”

Both plan implementation and enforcement
shall be exempt from contracting out under OMB
Circular A-76 and any sucessor circulars.

(1f you !!n‘t think that's important, ask your
countrparts at forts Gordon, McClellan,
Benning and Riley to name a few.)

The bill protects permit funds by requir-
ing they be spent where collected and clearly
stating they ''shall remain available until
expended."

H.R. 1202 allows Defense to spend for-
estry funds that are currently deposited
in the Treasury on natural resources man-
agement that implements approved plans
and agreements. This provision could easily
far exceed those funds formerly available
through the Sikes Act.

There are those who would argue the bill
is detrimental to forestry and agricultural
programs. The facts are that the bill will
provide more money for all natural resource
programs, and that the bill only requires
forestry and agricultural programs to be
conducted in such a way that meets the

‘basic needs of the Department of the Interior.

Rape and pillage... no} Reasonably coordinated
programs... certainly!

What is NMFWA doing with regard to H.R.
12027 Our Board of Directors authorized a
letter to the Defense Natural Resources Group
urging it to use its influence to obtain DOD
support for the bill. The Board decided not
to lobby outside DOD to gain support for the
bill.

What is the status of H.R.12027 It passed
out of the House Committee on Merchant Marine
and Fisheries intact. The House Armed Services
Committee passed this bill unanimously! Although
unconfirmed at presstime,it appears the full
House will pass the bill with flying colors.

By the time you read this column the bill may
be in the Senate Armed Services Committee or
before the full Senate.

Most importantly,what can you do to help?
Point number one...you can lobby as a private
citizen for any bill,but you cannot campaign
for candidates for office.Therefore,you can
urge support for H.R.1202.Ask your senators to
co-sponser and support the bill.(We sent ours




A petition with many signature.om our folks
and sportsman.) 1f you are in a position to
urge DOD support,that would' help.

Some of the people interested have put
tegether a group to help get the word out if
specific support is needed. If you want to
help, please let me know

H.R. 1202 may not be perfect, but in my
opinion, it is the best we've had in 20 years,
and it is vitally needed. It has the sup-
port of many private conservation groups who
are working to help us. The big question is,
"Are we willing to help ourselves?"

A good bill exists. Will it pass?
Are you, personally, going to read this, nod
your head, assume you can do nothing, and go
about your business?

If so, don't worry about it. It will
either pass or fail due to the efforts of .
others, and you will have stayed away from the
nasty business of politics. -

Also, quit bitching! You have lost your
right to gripe about the system.

TREASURERS REPORT

Prior to publishing this issue, NMFWA had a
checking account balance of $255.01. T. Warren

IN TOUCH WITH WASHINGTON

All the attention on the legislative
‘ront has been focused towards H.R. 1202.
he NMFWA sent a letter to Christina Ramsey,
‘irector of the Defense Matural Resources
‘roup. Further information on H.R. 1202 may
e found in The Wild Side.

National Militafy
Fish and Wildlife Assoc
i~

May 14, 1985

Christina Ramsey, Director
Defense Natural Resources Group
OASD (M14L)/EP Room 3D 833
Pentagon .

VWashington, D.C. 20301-4000

Dear Ms. Ramsey:

The National Milictary Fish sod Wildlife Associatioo stroogly endorses House
of Representatives Bill 1202 as amsended by Represcotative Don Youog. Ve
encourage the Defense Natural Resources Croup to use its influence to obrain
DOD endorsement for H.R. 1202.

Specifically, ve offer the following comments regarding H.R. 1202:

8. The bill reinforces congressional support for professional fish and
vildlife mansgers oo an equal status with their counterparts in other
natural resources fields. The Department of the Army's recent sction
to hire & staff forester instesd of preferrably & biologist or at least
8 natural resources specialist and this Branch's total lack of any professic:
£1sh or wildlife biologists at any comnand level 1s indicative of the need
for this aspect of the bill.

b. Cooperative plans would be strengthened under H.R. 1202. The bill would
provide incentives for integrarion of all satural resource uses withia these
plans. The plans, vhen approved by all parties, would have much szranger
legal status than at present. Plans would also be periodically reviewed
by Interior to “insure adequacy and complisnce.

€. 1f all multiple-uses which affect fish or vildlife resources ate incluled
in these plans, thea the enforcement and implemencation of all these uses
would be exempt from OMB Circular A-76, but none would be prohibiteld frcm
using normal ‘contracts. Exazples of the improper contracting of prefessiona.
natural resources E3nagezent abound in the Arumy as evidenced by contraces
either completed or being staffed at Forc McClellan and Fort Bemning.

d. A large asount of money would be made availadle to all approved nstural
Tesource prograzs. Both Defense and Intersor are reluctanc to reguest Sikes
Act funding, and these funds would help offset this lose of Sikes Act dollars

€. Line 2 on page & of the amvendment for R.R. 1202 containes the ters "popizi.
fees”, We would prefer the vord "nozinal” be resoved. It is vague, and {t
is also inconsistent with a recent GAO report which emphasizes higher fres.

The Department of Defense has recently been criticized for its fish and
vildlife prograxs, and this criticiss disturbs many of our members vbo are
very proud of their efforts at all levels throughout Defense. DOD's reactica
to H.R. 1202 is an excellent opportunity to dexonstrate DOD's commictmext to
its fish and wildlife resources to the American public, its congressiocnal
Tepresentatives, and Det’en.se":‘wa natural resource managess.

Sincerely,
Gene Stout, Presidest

4540 KE Arlington
Lavton, OK 73507

INFORMATION REQUEST LINE

SUJECT: Bluebird Nest Boxes

POC: Jay Banta, Ft. Sill. 405-351-4324(AV629)
Jay is interested in hearing from any install-
ations with bluebird nest boxes, particularly
concerning success rates, parasitism, and how
the boxes are mounted. On Ft, Sill boxes
placed on metal fenceposts have been readily
accepted.
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