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COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS AT TRAVIS AFB
MAKE PRESCRIBED FIRE POSSIBLE
In 2018 California’s wildfires demonstrated some of
the fastest moving fire behavior and destructive capability
ever seen. This year, Travis
AFB took another step to
securing the installation and
surrounding communities
from the threat of wildland
fire by partnering with the
Air Force Wildland Fire
Branch (AFWFB) to complete critical hazardous fuels
reduction—this time using
prescribed fire to mitigate the
threat of a wildfire.
Last month the AFWFB
worked with Travis AFB Fire
and Emergency Services
(FES), state and local government agencies to approve and
complete a prescribed burn
on Travis AFB to protect
critical infrastructure that is
vulnerable to wildfire. While
the burns achieved multiple
objectives, the top objective
was ensuring the protection
of an on-installation radar
facility near the fence line in
an area that is commonly at
risk for wildfires.
Travis AFB is vulnerable to
wildfires on the installation
due to the grass and shrub
fuel types on and surrounding the installation. These
fuel types, when combined
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The Air Force Wildland Fire Branch (AFWFB) provides expertise, oversight, and guidance to manage wildland fire risk
and sustain the Air Force mission at installations nationwide. The AFWFB also preserves and enhances the installations’
natural resources. The AFWFB specializes in the following core functions: Fire Planning and Risk Mitigation, Training and
Certification, Fire Operations Support, and Fire Reporting and Analysis.
Installation training and testing operations frequently cause wildfires by igniting vegetation, and fires can occur naturally
in wildland areas on Air Force properties. Fires are expensive to control and can spread across installation boundaries. Additionally, the Air Force has a statutory responsibility to protect and enhance natural resources, some of which require fire as
an ecological process to maintain and enhance habitat.
to its success. Currently, partners include
AFWFB Organization
Training and Certification
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFHeadquartered at Joint Base San AnThe AFWFB has adopted National
WS), Colorado State University (CSU),
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University of Montana (UM).
Alaska. Each region is led by a Regionpartner agencies. The AFWFB partners
al Fire Management Officer (RFMO)
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Interagency partnerships provide the
mechanical fuel treatments and supports
Fire Operations Support
AFWFB with the highest level of experThe AFWFB provides support to Air
tise in the wildland fire field, and are key trend analysis.
Force installations
for planning and
AFWFB REGIONS AND WILDLAND SUPPORT MODULES
execution of prescribed fires and
mechanical fuel
reduction projects.
The AFWFB collaborates with installation
natural resources
and environmental
staff on the development of Integrated
Natural Resource
Management Plans
(INRMPs), Wildland
Fire Management
Plans (WFMPs), and
individual projects
including prescribed
fire burn plans.
The highly qualified
staff is also available
to support wildfire
suppression efforts
in conjunction with
installation FES and
mutual aid partners. For More Information visit the program’s eDash page at https://cs2.eis.af.mil/sites/10622/WFMWS/_layouts/15/start.aspx#/
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