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I have spent the better part of six months thinking about what I wanted to say in my first Wild Side. What words would I use to entice and
inspire the membership this coming year and into the future? How do
I motivate the association to be active in this organization that was
officially chartered in 1983 and now more than ever needs their participation? Perhaps the way to start is by introducing myself and then
lay out my goals for the coming year.
My name is Todd Wills and I am a Natural Resources Specialist at
Naval Support Activity Monterey, CA.
I am originally from the Syracuse area of central New York where I
received my bachelors in Wildlife Management from The State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry at
Syracuse (Go Cuse!). I started my support of DoD in 1992 working under the guidance of base biologist Grace Smith as a wildlife tech at
Naval Air Weapons Station, Point Mugu, CA, where I divided my time
between Pt. Mugu and the Navy's San Nicolas Island. After a year in
California I headed east again where I took a position as a wildlife
tech for the Army at Fort Drum, NY. Under the tutelage of past NMFWA president Rich LeClerc I learned what not to do and am happy to
say that my career has prospered. After a 5 year stint at Drum, I
needed to flee the winters of northern New York and took a position
as a chemist at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD. It
was here at the NIH that I learned what it meant to deal with hazardous waste on a daily basis. Fearing that after 5 years I was going to
die from exposure to thousands of chemicals I was able to shift back
into natural resources. I took a position as a contractor at the Army
Environmental Command (AEC) located on the Aberdeen Proving
Grounds in Maryland. At AEC I acquired responsibility in areas to include Sikes Act/INRMP implementation, wetlands, invasive species,
Continued on next page
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The Wild Side cont’d.
and educational outreach, while assisting my esteemed mentors Steve Sekscienski and
Jay Rubinoff with migratory birds and endangered species. It was also at AEC in 2003
that I joined NMFWA. During that first year I became chair of the Herpetology Working
Group and began developing the monthly Herp Newsletter which I continue to produce
(121 issues so far). With BRAC on the verge at AEC, I moved on to the Army Installation
Management Command (IMCOM) Headquarters in DC, where I was involved in the
Training Area Management program, ACUBs program, and land acquisition. After two
years the Navy reached out to me and asked if I would be interested in working and living
in the California paradise of Monterey. Three years later I still can’t surf but the birding is
outstanding.
I also had the opportunity to teach for 10 years in the Navy CECOS course DoD Natural
Resources Compliance and have had the opportunity to meet hundreds of DoD natural resources professionals from across the country and discuss issues and problem solve.
Before finishing this article I wanted to quickly talk about my main goals for the coming
year. Most important to me is building upon the work started with past president Dave
McNaughton and make NMFWA a 12 month a year organization. What I mean by this is
that I believe that over the years we have drifted as an association to a one week a year
event and we put all our efforts in to that one week. With the current climate for travel
and training we have seen that most people are unable to attend. NMFWA represents an
organization that should be working continuously to communicate between membership
and problem solve internally.
My second goal for the coming year is increasing membership, and identifying what the
members want from NMFWA. There is a whole new generation of natural resources practitioners that have not even heard of NMFWA yet could benefit from the support we can
provide.

The NMFWA Military Natural Resources Professional Certification Committee
is pleased to announce that Ms. Anne Ulrey, a Forest Planner at Fort A.P.
Hill, Virginia has met all the requirements and was designated a certified
Military Natural Resources Professional in April.
Congratulations Anne!!!

The FAWN
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In Memoriam

Former NMFWA President and retired biologist at Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG), James
“Doc” Bailey passed away unexpectedly in late May at the age of 63.
Peter Boice, OSD Conservation Lead, commented “Doc was always quiet spoken, but someone
from whom I always learned something new starting in the late 80’s till his retirement from APG.
It’s a sad day for the DoD Natural Resources Community.”
Doc was invaluable to the Army and the DoD natural resources program at the Aberdeen Proving
Grounds from 1987 to 2011 when he retired. He was a mainstay of NMFWA, serving as President
2004-2005 and also as Director at Large 1999-2000.
At APG Doc’s main duty was managing the wetlands program and was the primary liaison with
the USACE, assisting APG’s tenants and Garrison staff with filling out permits and developing
wetland mitigation projects. In the early days he conducted in-house wetland delineations for various projects. Doc also brought the Integrated Training Area Management (ITAM) program to
APG in 1993 and hosted the 3rd ITAM conference.
“Doc used to tell the story that his first official project on APG was to get rid of the moles in the 9hole golf course in the officer’s housing area. He did some research (without the benefit of
Google!) and found a recommendation to stuff unwrapped sticks of Juicy Fruit gum into the mole
holes. He never knew if it worked or not, but there were no more complaints about moles.
“Doc had a great mind and an incredible sense of humor. He was never very talkative about himself” noted Junior Kerns, Environmental Chief, White Sands Missile Range, “but when he talked
about natural resources management on military installations he spoke with a passion.”
The FAWN

4

J UNE 2014

In Memoriam of Doc Bailey, cont’d
Anyone who did field work with Doc quickly learned not to follow him when walking off-road.
For Doc, the quickest way to get to his destination was a straight line. He’d plow through any obstacle in his path including multiflora rose, greenbrier, and Phragmites.
Doc never wore any sort of specialized gear when he was doing field work. His footwear of choice
was a pair of canvas slip-on shoes. “I’ve seen him wade neck deep through wetlands dressed in his
regular office clothes and those canvas shoes” commented Deidre Deroia, Natural Resources Specialist, APG.
Doc’s legacy includes founding the wetlands program and the ITAM program on APG. While
ITAM is no longer implemented because of a command-level decision to remove the program from
all testing installations, the wetlands program is flourishing and the professional relationship he
cultivated with Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulators continues. Doc was
also a passionate spokesperson for the environment and a great informal educator. Everyone who
worked on projects with him came away with a better understanding of the effects of our activities
on the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem.
Doc received numerous awards for his work on APG and outreach activities in the local community, but he never spoke of them or displayed the awards. He kept them in a desk drawer in his office. He was truly humble about his accomplishments.
Early Years
Doc grew up mostly in Kearney, Nebraska. His family moved around a bit; at one point during his
childhood they lived in Oregon (he remembered playing on logs that were being floated downriver), and he briefly lived in a sod house.
Doc earned his Bachelor’s degree from Kearney State College (now University of Nebraska
Kearney) in the mid 70’s and shortly after joined the Peace Corps where he traveled to Swaziland. He was involved with health services for rural populations and his duties included checking
children for intestinal parasites and picking through a lot of stool samples.
Upon his return he enrolled at the University of Massachusetts Lowell where he received his
masters in biological science in 1980. His master’s thesis was “Studies on the susceptibility of
various populations of Bulinus truncatus from Egypt to infection with an Egyptian strain of
Schistosoma haematobium.”
Doc received his doctorate in Biology & Biomedical Sciences from the University of Michigan in 1985
with a dissertation on “Changes in competitive interactions between Bulinus (Physopsis) globosus (Morelet)
and Bulinus tropicus (Krauss) due to exposure to Schistosoma haematobium miracidia. “
Doc’s Post-doctoral work was at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences which
he always referred to as “USELESS”.
Volunteering
Important to Doc was volunteering his time with various environmental organizations. “He loved
spending time with people and showing them both the beauty and intricacies of nature” said Ms.
Deroia.
The FAWN
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In Memoriam of Doc Bailey, cont’d
Doc sat on the board of the Harford Glen Foundation for more than 20 years and served in all governing positions of the board. He had just been elected vice president (again). Doc was also a volunteer with the upper Western Shore Tributary Team, whose mission is to advocate for policy solutions, to promote stewardship through education, and to coordinate activities and projects necessary
to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay’s water quality.
Doc volunteered with the Harford County Public School system as subject matter expert to assist
teachers with developing new lessons. He also served as a capstone project mentor to students from
the Aberdeen Science and Mathematics Academy, a local magnet school. This involved helping the
students develop a research project, guiding them through data collection and analysis, and assisting with the preparation of a final project poster.
In 2003 Doc and then Assistant Supervisor of Science for Harford County Public Schools formed
Harford Environmentality, an environmental networking group made up of people from local, state,
and federal government, the school system, nature centers and museums. Harford Environmentality
became a model for other environmental networking groups in Maryland.
Doc served on the Harford County Earth Day planning committee from 2005-2010 and also volunteered at the county Earth Day event from 2005-2014, doing everything from helping with set-up
and tear down to handing out prize tickets.
After retirement, Doc became active in the Maryland Envirothon, an extracurricular activity that
gives high school students the opportunity to learn about wildlife biology, forestry, aquatic science,
soil science and a current issue (also known as the 5th topic). Doc was the 5th topic teacher for three
Envirothon seasons. He covered Low Impact Development, Rangeland Management in Montana,
and Sustainable Agriculture. Not having a background in rangeland management or agriculture, he
dove into learning as much as he could about the subjects so he could teach the students. In 2013
Doc accompanied the Harford County winning Envirothon
team to the Maryland state competition, which they won,
and then to the international competition in Bozeman,
Montana.
Upon his retirement from APG in 2011 Doc had planned to
take his journals from his Peace Corps days and turn them
into a book.
Doc is survived by his son, Steve Bailey, and Steve's fiancée, Rose Kucharczyk of Abingdon, MD. Doc lost his wife,
Nancy, to lymphoma in 1995.
In the immortal words of Doc Bailey, "I would rather have
a party full of people telling stories than a room full of people crying over me". Friends and colleagues gathered together 19 June in Abingdon, MD, to lift a glass and celebrate his life through story telling. Just the way Doc would
have wanted it.
The FAWN
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US Fish and Wildlife Service Honors Idaho Army National Guard's
Orchard Combat Training Center for Collaborative Conservation
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service presented the national Military Conservation Partner Award to the
Idaho Army National Guard’s Orchard Combat Training Center on May 24.
The award, established by the Service in 2005, recognizes military installations that demonstrate excellence in conservation, and a commitment to working with partners to achieve stewardship of fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats. Only one installation of the hundreds in the United States receives the
Fish and Wildlife Service award each year, including all branches of active and reserve installations.
The Army National Guard has actively worked to conserve Idaho’s native sagebrush-steppe habitat
through research, funding, proactive fire management and other conservation efforts at the training site,
while still fully implementing its military mission. The Orchard Combat Training Center contains highquality sagebrush-steppe habitat that supports one of the largest known populations of the rare slickspot
peppergrass, a plant found only in Idaho’s Snake River Plain, and proposed for protection under the Endangered Species Act. Since 1991, Idaho Army National Guard has been a leader in the conservation
of slickspot peppergrass, working with state, federal, Tribal and other partners.
“The Idaho National Guard’s Orchard Combat Training Center has the distinction of being the very first
National Guard or reserve installation to receive this recognition for conservation excellence. This is a
significant achievement for the State of Idaho and the Idaho Army National Guard,” said Michael Carrier,
the Service’s Idaho State Supervisor. “The Idaho Army National Guard’s best management practices
have influenced conservation success beyond Orchard Combat Training Center ’s boundaries across
Idaho’s landscape. This recognition is well-earned.”
Since the 1990s, the Idaho Army National Guard has implemented rapid response fire suppression action; emphasized the conservation and restoration of native plants; and worked with partners to increase
knowledge about native plants and slickspot peppergrass. The Orchard Combat
Training Center ’s 1998 Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan and
subsequent 2004 and 2013 updates
emphasize the conservation, restoration, and enhancement of native sagebrush-steppe habitat and the species
that depend on it.
“We’re proud to accept this honor today,” said Major General Gary L. Sayler,
Idaho Adjutant General. “It’s an acknowledgment of the balance we work
each day to achieve, using state and
federal lands, to train our troops for
combat while at the same time protecting natural and cultural resources.”
Photo by USFWS
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NMFWA 2013-2014 Award Winners
Military Natural Resource Conservation Research:
Dr. Eric R. Britzke
John Fitch
Natural Resource Conservation Management, Model Programs /
Projects:
Fort Drum Fish and Wildlife Management Program
John Robert Burger
Dr. Cory Campora
Natural Resource Conservation Communication, Conservation
Partnerships:
6 Civil Engineer Squadron Environmental Flight, MacDill Air Force Base
and Southwest Florida Water Management District – Surface Water Improvement and Management Section
ZooAmerica North American Wildlife Park
NMFWA Lifetime Achievement:
Jim Duncan
Steve Niethamer
Dr. Diane Drigot

Military Natural Resource Conservation Research: Fish & Wildlife
Dr. Eric R. Britzke
Research Wildlife Biologist, Engineer Research
Development Center



Developed an automated program
for bat echolocation on call data
analysis



Analysis time cut by 90%



Research yielded the most cost and
time efficient method for conducting
bat surveys on DoD lands

The FAWN
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NMFWA Award Winners, cont’d
Military Natural Resource Conservation Research: Ecosystem /
Cross-species Interactions
John Fitch, Naval Weapons Station
(NWS) Seal Beach 20-year Volunteer


Founded a program to reduce predation
on nesting population of federally endangered California Least Terns



Monitored nocturnal animal trends



Performed monthly avian surveys in tidal
wetlands



Conducted conservation outreach to
highlight NWS Seal Beach biodiversity

Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach CO, Captain Tripp
Hardy presents John Fitch the NMFWA award

Natural Resource Conservation Management: Model
Programs and Projects
Fort Drum Fish and Wildlife Management Program


Developed innovative methods for hunting programs allowing for disabled hunter access



Developed improved bat survey protocols



Collected and shared invaluable white-nosed syndrome data with DoD, other agencies and scientific
community



Established Bat Conservation Area minimizing
land use restrictions while staying in ESA compliance



Created model DoD INRMP



Intensive management of 249 species of migratory
birds and habitat on Fort Drum
The FAWN
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NMFWA Award Winners, cont’d
Natural Resource Conservation Management: Model
Programs and Projects
John Robert Burger, Pacific Missile
Range Facility, Kauai, Hawaii



Innovative solution to relocate Laysan Albatross eggs to
reduce BASH risk and support military mission



Partnership with USFWS, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services and Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge



Implemented light modifications (LED and green lights)
to minimize endangered nocturnal seabird fall-out resulting in a 80% reduction



Implemented effective energy saving strategies

Natural Resource Conservation Management: Model
Programs and Projects
Dr. Cory Campora, NAVFAC Hawaii Natural Resources Manager
–Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii (JBPHH)
–Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF)
Challenges:
 T&E species: 37 (JBPHH);
 Critical habitat designation


12 (PMRF)
for multiple plant and bird spe-

cies
Invasive species management for feral goats and pigs,
mangrove, long thorn kiawe, predatory snails, etc.



Updated JBPHH INRMP to preclude critical habitat designation just prior to USFWS publishing final rule for multiple
species.



Executed JBPHH INRMP with limited resources by partnering and leveraging manpower and expertise both internally and externally to the Navy.



Implemented community outreach and education
The FAWN
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NMFWA Award Winners, cont’d
Natural Resource Conservation Communication, Conservation Partnerships
MacDill Air Force Base and Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM)


Partnership project between 6 Civil Engineer Squadron, MacDill Air Force Base and Southwest Florida
Water Management District - Surface Water Improvement and Management Section (special
acknowledgement to Jason Kirkpatrick, Nancy Norton and Dr. Brandt Hanningsen)



Completed $2.0M ecologic restoration and surface
water improvement project



Improved and expanded habitat for wildlife



Improved the quality of the water discharging to
Tampa Bay

Natural Resource Conservation Communication, Conservation Partnerships
ZooAmerica North American Wildlife Park


Partnered with Fort Indiantown Gap NGTC



Key to successful lab-rearing of Regal Fritillary (butterfly
under review for ESA listing)



Research team (esp. Tim Becker and Ann Holtzman)
broke records for captive egg-laying and specimen life
span



First step in eventual repatriation of species via grassland rehabilitation programs on non-DoD lands



Using butterfly project in conservation outreach program
highlighting local species

The FAWN
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NMFWA Award Winners, cont’d

Lifetime Achievement
This Award recognizes those who have contributed significantly over the
course of their careers to NMFWA’s progress as an organization and to
conservation on DoD lands in support of the military mission.
Three members were selected this year fora Lifetime Achievement Award

Jim Duncan
2013 Lifetime Achievement Award Winner



During 20+ years as a Wildlife Officer he continually promoted use of DoD lands for both
military training and safe recreational use by
soldiers and the public



Directed field operations of 6-person enforcement team to detect, apprehend and deter illegal and dangerous activity, resulting in many
thousands of effectively prosecuted cases



His leadership and reputation resulted in
healthy environmental culture at Ft. Bragg
and more training opportunity due to reduced TES restrictions



Worked continuously with NMFWA and
other DoD conservation enforcement staff
& programs to support DoD Conservation
Enforcement, mentor others and develop
CLEO policies

The FAWN
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NMFWA Award Winners, cont’d
Steve Niethamer
2013 Lifetime Achievement Award Winner
Navy Community Service Environmental Stewardship Flagship
Award Winner or Honorable Mention 8 of 14 times since 1997.
 Built lasting partnerships through networking with federal, state
and military partners and local community organizations.


Teamed with Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed
and Pest Management Area Council and other community organizations to develop best management
approach to the region’s invasive species problems.
 Maintained strong communication with installation
community, local community and natural resources
professionals through a regular newsletter of ongoing events and issues related to the environment
and ecology of Sugar Grove.


Dr. Diane Drigot
2014 Lifetime Achievement Award Winner







30-year NMFWA member, served as Western Vice
President
Shaped MCB Hawaii Environmental Department program that earned 30 national environmental awards
Received 20+ personal awards for community-based
conservation efforts, including:
 SECNAV Conservation Individual of the Year
(twice)
 Commendation for Meritorious Civilian Service
from DoN, USMC (2013)
Significant volunteer contributions (including developing school curriculum)
Published over 20 articles, papers and books on land
use, ecosystem management and natural and cultural
resources
The FAWN

13

J UNE 2014

Bumblebeewatch.org

What is Bumble Bee Watch?

A collaborative effort to track and conserve North America’s bumble bees. This citizen
science project allows for individuals to:


Upload photos of bumble bees to start a virtual bumble bee collection;



Identify the bumble bees in your photos and have your identifications verified by experts;



Help researchers determine the status and conservation needs of bumble bees;



Help locate rare or endangered populations of bumble bees;



Learn about bumble bees, their ecology, and ongoing conservation efforts; and



Connect with other citizen scientists.

Become a member of Bumble Bee Watch
and celebrate Pollinator’s all year long.
The FAWN
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Navy Works to Save Endangered Species
From: Military.com News, By Ashley Nekoui
SAN DIEGO - The Navy is working to protect Black Abalone, listed in the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
Black Abalone inhabit the rocky intertidal areas of the Channel Islands in Southern California, including San
Clemente Island and San Nicolas Island, important Navy facilities. To avoid potential negative impacts to the
environment, Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center Pacific (SSC Pacific) created an innovative restoration program to increase the number of disease-resistant Black Abalone within impacted areas.
The primary factors leading to the decline of Black Abalone are overfishing and disease, specifically, withering syndrome. Other factors responsible for the decline are illegal harvesting and habitat destruction. Natural
predation by various predators, including sea starts, Southern sea otters, and striped shore crabs, as well as
competition for space with purple and red sea urchins has also led to the drastic decline of Black Abalone.
SSC Pacific initially began working with Black Abalone in the late 1990s, testing their larvae for antifouling
properties that could be used to replace toxic materials.
"At the time, we felt that our laboratory at SSC Pacific could also be used for growing the larvae to adultsized abalone in an effort to increase depleted abalone numbers in offshore waters," said Dave Lapota, SSC
Pacific scientist who is leading this preservation effort. "Based on our initial undertaking, we realized that we
could increase the abundance of remaining populations by transplanting adults offshore in affected areas,
thereby increasing recruitment to the impact populations."
During the initial acclimation effort, the laboratory transplanted 800 adult green abalone off the coast in their
natural habitat. "Only a handful of quick dives were performed to determine success or failure in the transplant effort, but cursory results indicate that 60 percent of the population may have survived and will therefore contribute to new offspring in the area," said Lapota. "By creating these reproductive nodes along the
coast it should be possible to increase populations, although we are currently the only institution that has outplanted numerous abalones."
Lapota notes that there are still challenges ahead, the largest being the need to increase the number of surviving larvae so that they will eventually develop into mature abalone. He notes that this is a critical aspect that has plagued the
commercial industry for the past 50 years.
Lapota, along with Melissa Blando, an intern at SSC Pacific, are evaluating appropriate environmental conditions to
produce controlled spawning within their laboratory at SSC
Pacific.
The pair has identified elements that can induce the production and survival of the abalone, including various algal
diets, temperature-controlled seawater, the use of specific
antibiotics during the abalone's earliest stages, and injections of a neurotransmitter to signal the larvae to settle and metamorphose into the juvenile abalone stage.
SSC Pacific works with the California Department of Fish and Game, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service, the Orange County Coastkeeper, and the Orange County
Restoration Project in an effort to increase the Black Abalone population in Southern California. The goal is
to preserve an almost extinct species on Navy ranges.
"This project is very worthwhile," said Lapota. "I've always felt that if SSC Pacific and the Navy could make
our environment a better place then we should support this effort. It's nice to recognize that our efforts today
can make a difference in preserving this species for future generations to enjoy."
The FAWN
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An Army base's artillery range provides one of the last bastions
for endangered butterfly
From: U.S. News and World Report
23 May 2014
By PHUONG LE, Associated Press
JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD, Wash. (AP) — An undeveloped stretch of native prairie in south Puget Sound offers one of the few habitats in the world where a two-inch colorful checkered butterfly thrives.
It also happens to be the main artillery impact range for Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
The Army's Stryker combat brigade and other troops regularly practice military maneuvers and live-fire
training on acres of scenic, open grassland where a small population of Taylor's checkerspot butterfly feed
on nectar of native blooms, mate and lay eggs.
The butterfly's listing as a federal endangered species last fall "has the potential to cause major restrictions
on training," said Jeffrey Foster, an ecologist at the military installation.
That has the Army working to boost the numbers of butterflies, once found at more than 70 sites in Puget
Sound, Oregon and British Columbia but are now reduced to 14 sites. The effort mirrors others by the Army at installations around the country.
From Maryland to Louisiana to Colorado, the Army has been conserving buffer areas around bases to limit
urban development, while also preserving and restoring habitat for rare species such as the red-cockaded
woodpecker and the golden-cheeked warbler.
So far, the program has preserved over 200,000 acres of land.
At JBLM, 44 miles south of Seattle, the program is helping not only the Taylor's checkerspot butterfly but
also the streaked horned lark and Mazama pocket gopher.
Last October, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service concluded the Taylor's checkerspot was in danger of becoming extinct and designated nearly 2,000 acres in Clallam County, Puget Sound and Oregon's
Willamette Valley as critical habitat for the creature.
The agency said it considered "military training under present conditions a threat to the short-term and
long-term conservation of the Taylor's checkerspot." The eight-wheeled, armored Stryker vehicle and soldier foot traffic can crush larvae and damage plants the butterflies rely on.
The Army has been working with the state, the Center for Natural Lands Management and others to preserve and restore habitat, both on and off the military installation, so that the butterflies could be reintroduced.
The military and its partners have committed about $35 million and protected about several thousand acres
of land in and around JBLM for multiple species. It will likely take years to increase the butterfly's numbers, but those working on the effort are already seeing some success.
Taylor's checkerspot butterflies are establishing at two of three sites at JBLM and on two other sites near
Olympia where they have been re-introduced.
"We're in a much better position now than were five years ago," said Mary Linders, a conservation biologist with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.
The Army is working with the Center for Natural Lands Management, a non-profit group that manages
lands that are purchased, works with partners who raise the butterflies in captivity, propagates native prairie plants and prepares sites where the checkerspots can be re-introduced.

The FAWN
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An Army base's artillery range provides one of the last bastions
for endangered butterfly, cont’d
Hannah Anderson, rare species program manager at CNLM, said the military's program helped "protect
lands off the base, restore them to high quality and bring the animals there so we could protect these animals
but also the military's ability to train."
On a recent day, Linders and others walked a section of prairie at the artillery impact area to count adult butterflies and monitor the timing of the flight season.
It's prime season for the butterflies to mate, and their orange and white checkered wings flutter as they move
from one plant to another. They fly in groups and dip into the center of Puget balsamroot, bright sunflowerlike plants that are in full bloom.
Nearby, pock-marked bunkers bear evidence of artillery fire. White stakes mark areas where vehicles must
stay on the road and where soldiers and others are prohibited from digging or camping. Linders points out a
cluster of eggs at the base of a red harsh paintbrush.
"You can see lots and lots of them as we're walking through here," she said. "It's the largest population left in
the checkerspot's range."

Have you started planning your 2015 budget, travel or training plan? Don’t forget to add
the 2015 Annual Training Workshop, which will be held 8-13 March. The city of Omaha, Nebraska will be our host city for the Workshop in conjunction with the North American Wildlife Conference at the Hilton Omaha. Start your planning early!

DoD Natural Resources Community Websites
NMFWA is happy to introduce three websites developed by DoD and are designed to be outreach tools not only within DoD but also with other federal agencies, state and local governments and others partners with a nexus to the DoD natural resource community. These websites use photography as the foundation to allow members to share their photos with other
members but also allow for document sharing, event announcements, and natural resource
discussions. The DoD PARC site was the original website introduced in 2012 and based on its
success (over 1,000 member photos posted)., the DoD Natural Resource and DoD PIF sites
were developed and released in the past few months. Free membership to one or all the websites is easy, just go to the website and sign up. Take a few moments to check them out!
DoD Natural Resources Website
https://dodnaturalresourceslibrary.shutterfly.com
DoD Partners in Flight (PIF) Website
https://dodpifphotosite.shutterfly.com
DoD Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC) Website
https://dodparcphotolibrary.shutterfly.com
The FAWN
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Retirement Corner
Join NMFWA in wishing the best for our newly retired members

Andrew “Drew” Milroy, Westover Air Reserve Base
Drew retired as the Natural, Cultural and NEPA Program Managers at Westover Air Reserve Base in
Massachusetts at the end of April. Andrew has been a member of NMFWA for a number of years and
plans to travel the US and Canada towing a travel trailer using a pickup truck with an aluminum boat
on top.
Drew earned his masters from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 2007 with his masters thesis being “Impacts of Mowing on Bird Abundance, Distribution, and Hazards to Aircraft at Westover
Air Reserve Base, Massachusetts”.
An advocate for long-term conservation planning, Drew made the initial push for NMFWA to recognize
climate change with technical sessions and, eventually, a Working Group. He brought well-researched,
well-thought material to present to the annual meeting when he attended. In 2005, Drew was awarded
the Thomas D. White Natural Resources Conservation Award as part of his position with the 439th
MSG/CE at Westover ARB.

Helene Cleveland, US Forest Service
Helene Cleveland retired after 38 years of federal service- 4 years active Air Force and the rest as a forester with the US Forest Service. Helene worked from 1997-2007 at the Army Environmental Command (AEC), Aberdeen Proving Ground, with a small group of Forest Service and other federal agency
natural and cultural resources specialists. "I thoroughly enjoyed working at AEC and met some of the
best and most dedicated people in my career. I had a great time working with you and wish you well."
For years Helene was a consistent fixture at our annual meeting and other DoD conferences, pressing
the Pentagon and National Guard Bureau to advance our wildland fire policies and other pressing forestry concerns. Helene is also a past NMFWA Secretary who now will spend her time focused on traveling the world.

Tim Hayden, US Army Corps of Engineers
Tim retired recently from the US Army Corps of Engineers, as a program manager at the Engineer Research and Development Center
(ERDC) in Champaign, IL. He was a former Chair of the Climate
Change Working Group Tim was awarded the NMFWA Natural Resources Conservation Research, Fish and Wildlife Award during the annual meeting in 2012. He was recognized for research that provided significant scientific knowledge toward conservation and recovery of
threatened, endangered, and at-risk species, while reducing restrictions
on training and testing activities at numerous U.S. Army installations
to include Fort Hood, TX, Fort Bragg, NC, and Fort Irwin, CA. His research resulted in removing restrictions from thousands of acres, freeing
the lands to help insure military readiness in to the future.

The FAWN
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Dan Friese, Air Force Civil Engineer Center
Dan Friese called it a career as he retired as a Natural Resources Specialist at the Air Force Civil Engineer Center
(AFCEC). Doctor Friese received his Ph. D. in Entomology
from the University of California in 1985 and soon set off
for Nigeria where he worked for the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture. After a six year stint with the
USDA he became first the Natural/Cultural Resource
Manager at Ellsworth AFB, SD and then moved on to
Luke AFB in Arizona before ending up at AFCEE/AFCEC.
Dan is a 14 year active member of NMFWA, a previous
Central Region Director, and Pollinator Working Group
Outreach Coordinator. He plans to spend all of his newly
found spare time traveling, hiking, birding, and butterflying.

Don George, US Air Force
Don George is/was a wildlife biologist/natural resource manager for
the U. S. Air Force on Cape Canaveral Air Force Station (CCAFS),
Florida. On December 17th 2013, Don celebrated 34 years on the
Cape, which has included authoring the first natural and cultural
resource management plans, and initiating the sea turtle, Scrubjay, Southeastern Beach mouse and prescribed burning programs.
Don has been involved in NEPA compliance, general plan development, pest and invasive species management, and numerous
threatened and endangered species habitat and wetland restoration
projects. Don has also been involved in Cultural Resource management, including the preservation and restoration of historic buildings, rockets, and the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse. More recently
(2010), Don became involved in climate change, specifically with
regards to potential impacts to Cape Canaveral AFS and national
access to space, including the implications to national security.
Don’s Readiness and Environmental Protection Initiative project
aimed at preserving Scrub-jay habitat off-base was highlighted in a
DoD report to congress. His line of sight/habitat creation multiple
use project is a case study in the DoD Biodiversity Handbook, and
he was the 1992 recipient of the General Thomas D. White Natural
Resources Conservation award for Individual Excellence, with a
subsequent DoD Citation for Meritorious Achievement. Don was also a past NMFWA Regional Director and a recipient of the NMFWA Lifetime Achievement Award.
Don is a Viet Nam veteran, and has degrees in biology and chemistry from California State University, Sonoma, He grew up and currently lives in Cocoa, Florida with his wife Dianne and is the proud
father of a son who is a U. S. Army combat medic. Don has been involved with NMFWA since it’s
“beer drinking” inception and hopes to continue to support the organization after his retirement.
The FAWN
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Calling all Ansel Adams!
IT’s Field survey season—so
don’t forget to bring your
camera and capture those
amazing shots.
You can submit them to the
NMFWA photo gallery on
the website.
Don’t forget to pull out the
best ones for the annual
NMFWA photo contest at
the next training workshop
in Omaha Nebraska 8-13
march

NMFWA Members
So Recruit your
Coworkers and
Colleagues

Send them to:
www.NMFWA.net
to join

Presentations from the 2014 NMFWA Annual Training Workshop, held in Denver
Colorado, have been uploaded to the NMFWA website (www.nmfwa.net) and
can be found under Conference Presentations. If you missed the Workshop,
check out the more than 31 presentations that have been uploaded.

The FAWN gets a facelift!
You may have noticed a few changes to this edition of the
FAWN. We are transitioning to four issues a year in order to
better serve our members and get information to you faster.
If you have anything you would like to see in the FAWN please
The FAWN
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John Haddix,
Fort Wainwright, AK

Rick Lance,
ERDC-EL Vicksburg, MS

Greg Fleming,
Fort. Belvoir, VA

Jason Gibbons
Air Force Civil Engineer
Center (AFCEC), Travis
Air Force Base, CA

Michele Richards,
Fort. Custer Training
Center, MI

James Swift,
NAS Patuxent River, MD

Director At-Large
Seth Berry, Naval Support Facility, Indian Head, MD
Laura Muhs, NAVFAC Headquarters, Washington DC
2014/2015 Board of Directors
President—Todd Wills, Naval Support Activity, Monterey, CA
President–Elect—Coralie Cobb, NAVFAC Southwest, CA
Vice President—Elizabeth Neipert, Ft. Wainwright DTA, AK
Secretary—Nicole Olmsted, NAVFAC SW (with term duty to Guam)
Treasurer—Lauren Wilson, Air Force Civil Engineer Center (AFCEC), Travis Air Force Base, CA
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Yahoo Groups
If you'd like to join up, from the email address at which you'd like to
receive messages, send a blank email to:
NMFWA-Memberssubscribe@yahoogroups.com
Listserve messages from NMFWA
related email has been blocked by
some military IT systems. You have
the option to sign up with either
work or home email. If you’re already
getting messages from us, do nothing.
If you ever decide to leave the group,
it's simple! Just send a blank message to
NMFWA-Membersunsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
If you ever need to get your NMFWA
emails at a different address, the
easiest thing to do is "unsubscribe"
from one address and "subscribe"
from another.

NMFWA is on FACEBOOK!
To follow us on Facebook, type in National Military Fish and Wildlife
Association in the Facebook search bar and hit

The FAWN
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Partners in Flight Webinars
Did you miss the last DOD PIF webinar? Don't worry, you can still access the presentations at the DOD
PIF website: http://dodpif.org/involved/webinars.php
Introduction to Stressor Management
06/05/2014, Dr. Eric Kershner and Charisa Morris, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
The Avian Knowledge Network presentation (slides without any audio) by Leo Salas/Point Blue Conservation Science and Katie Koch/USFWS
Demonstration and Implementation of Autonomous Aerial Acoustic Recording Systems to Monitor Bird
Populations in DoD Inaccessible Areas
Dr. Richard Fischer, US Army Environmental Research and Development Center

And check the website for the next webinar.

Military Natural Resources Professional Certification Program
Details of the certification program are located on the NMFWA website. New versions of
the certification application
are posted at the site and are
available in both Word and PDF
format.
If you have any questions, you
are encouraged to contact Todd
Wills at todd.wills@nmfwa.org
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The USDA National Invasive Species Information
Center has numerous conferences and training
workshops: www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/
calendar.php

Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting
Sacramento, CA, August 10-15, 2014

DENIX has a list of upcoming conferences
and meetings: http://www.denix.osd.mil/
conferences/

The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh,
PA October 25-30, 2014
http://wildlifesociety.org/

http://www.esa.org/esa/?page_id=127

Society for Range Management, Sacramento, CA,
January 30 to February 7, 2015
http://www.rangelands.org/events/

Society of American Foresters National Convention, Salt Lake City, UT October 8-11, 2014
http://www.xcdsystem.com/saf/site13/
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Happy Birthday America!
Have a happy and safe Fourth of July!!!

The list of NMFWA Board Members and Working Group Chairpersons can be
found on the NMFWA website under Administration > Board of Directors.

NOTE: Titles and affiliations are for informational purposes only and do not present the individuals as
spokespersons of the Department of Defense or agency/installation listed.
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