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The Wild Side
Happy New Year! The New Year brings hope of new starts and new
opportunities and both are afoot for the Association. This year we are
rolling out our first-ever (and hopefully last!) virtual Annual Meeting and
Training Workshop with help from our partners at Wildlife Management
Institute. The Workshop has many of the same elements as it has in the
past, but I wanted to take a moment to highlight some of the added
benefits and changes this year’s virtual workshop brings.
More email communication! Lots of moving parts and new ways to view
and participate this year so keep an eye out for NMFWA email updates
coming from either our Webserver Admin Account, your Regional
Directors and/or from our Secretary Bill Berry if you aren’t part of a
single region. Emails will help direct you to important due dates and
deadlines, links to workshop registration and schedules, directions on
how to get connected, view presentations and get the most out of your
virtual couple of weeks.
Couple of weeks, was that a typo? No mistake there, the meeting site
and content such as pre-recorded technical sessions and posters will
be available to navigate and begin viewing one week prior to the officially
schedule workshop. This extra time will allow everyone to login and get
acquainted with the workshop platform and navigation tools. It will also
provide time to begin viewing pre-recorded presentations from technical
sessions, NMFWA and DoD updates, as well as poster content. We highly
encourage all registrants to get started early as it can be challenging to
view so much on-screen content all in one week. In addition, many of the
live Panel Discussions and Meetings will build upon the pre-recorded
materials and are designed to make the most out of the scheduled time.
Please be sure to come to each of those prepared and with questions
on hand! ...Continued next page
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The Wild Side, Cont’d.
How else can you connect with colleagues and actively participate during the week? One the best
ways to join in is one of our 11 different live Working Group Meetings during the Workshop week.
This is a great way to stay up to date on specific topics from species conservation, to emerging
technologies, to management practices across DoD lands and to network with practitioners and
policy makers alike. And on the lighter side of things, don’t forget to visit our first ever online photo contest. Join in and submit your photos electronically via our website or just participate during
the week by casting your vote.
Regardless of how much or little you participate there is something for everyone. And although
we won’t be able to meet in-person to recharge our batteries and reconnect with friends and
colleagues during our annual trek to the workshop, I hope to “see” many of you at our live
meetings, panel discussions and events.
Registration is now open and waiting. Visit our website for more information and check out page
19 of this FAWN for tips on how to make the most out of a virtual conference. See you soon!

Herp Working Group looking for a new Co-Chair
The Working Group Co-Chair’s term will run from March 2021 to March
2023 and shall perform duties such as providing material to Todd Wills for
the HWG Newsletter and the FAWN. Co-Chairs are encouraged to bring
creative networking to the role, and should help prepare a technical
session for NMFWA at least once during their tenure. The mission is to
provide peer-to-peer communication and solutions between installations
and across Services.
Nominations are needed by 15 February and should be sent to Dan
at daniel.j.leavitt@navy.mil.
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86th North American Wildlife and
Natural Resources Conference
March 8-12, 2021
The NMFWA Annual Meeting and Training
Workshop is going virtual this year.
But what about the SWAG you ask? Well, we are working on that, so keep
checking NMFWA webpage for the most up-to-date information. And see
pages 4 and 5 for information on Poster Session and Photo Contest.

Registration is now open!
You can reach the registration page through NMFWA.org or
go directly to the Wildlife Management Institute's website.
Please remember to register as a NMFWA member, so the
Association gets credited.
The Virtual Conference will contain pre-recorded presentations that you can begin
viewing a week in advance. The live events will not replay these presentations, but will
include updates to the pre-recorded content, live discussions, and additional
content. Reviewing the presentations in advance gives you the opportunity to prepare and
submit questions in advance or during the discussion period of live events.
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CALL FOR POSTERS
NMFWA Annual Meeting and Training Workshop
Virtual Poster Hall
It's that time of year again and we are looking for YOU to
present at the NMFWA Annual Meeting and Training Workshop's
poster session.
We know that you all do great work out there so why not show
everyone and present a poster!?
Since it will be VIRTUAL this year, please submit your poster
presentation as PDF's to
https://www.nmfwa.org/workshop2021.html
Details and information will be provided on the website,
under the "Poster Submission" tab.
Some things to note:
When creating your posters, use the same guidelines from the past
and keep your poster size (as if you were printing) to 48 in. x 60
in., and please ensure that your PDF submittals do not
exceed 72 dpi.
You will be required to be available for questions during the Poster
Session Live Q&A session on Thursday, 11 MAR.
If you have specific questions regarding the poster session, please
contact Roland Sosa at roland.sosa@navy.mil.

Poster Submittal DUE DATE: Friday, 5 FEB

We look forward to seeing your posters at the Workshop!
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ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
With the 2021Annual Meeting and Workshop going virtual this year, so is the NMFWA
Photography Contest. Photos will be pre-loaded onto the on-line conference platform
with the ability for conference participants to vote for the winners.
To ensure that your photo is entered in the contest, it must be uploaded to the NMFWA
website no later than 5 February.

Contest rules are as follows:
1. Photos must be taken by the participant. Anyone registered at the conference is eligible to enter.
2. Each photo must include the name and contact information of the photographer, along
with the entry category.
3. Color and black and white images are acceptable.
4. Each photo must qualify in one of the following categories:


Wildlife - any species is acceptable



Installation Field Activities - photos must have been taken at a DoD installation
or project site to qualify for this category



Landscapes/Scenic - any location is acceptable



Humor/Fun - includes wildlife or people in humorous poses, people taking part
in fun activities such as NMFWA meeting, studio shots, etc



Botany- any plant species is acceptable. This includes fungi and alga.

5. Each participant may enter a maximum of two photos in each category. One prize will
be awarded in each category.
6. Voting will take place on-line. Winners will be announced on the Event Photo Contest
Page, the day after voting closes.
7. Photos submitted should be 72 dpi to help ensure the photos do not exceed email attachment size limits and to ensure that the photos will display nicely in the virtual
platform.

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Schallmann at robert.schallmann@navy.mil

January 2021

5

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and NOAA Fisheries Finalize Regulatory
Definition of Habitat Under Endangered Species Act
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Press Release:
The USFWS and the National Marine Fisheries Service finalized a regulatory definition of the term
“habitat” that will be used for designating critical habitat under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
The definition is part of the efforts of the Trump Administration to balance effective, science-based
conservation with common-sense policy designed to bring the ESA into the 21st century.
“This action will bring greater clarity and consistency to how the Service designates critical
habitat,” said Rob Wallace, Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. “Making the
Endangered Species Act more effective at conserving imperiled wildlife and more transparent and
user friendly for stakeholders represents a win-win for everyone.”

“Given that this will improve implementation of the Endangered Species Act and how stakeholders
engage with it, we are very happy to announce this final definition of habitat,” said Fish and Wildlife
Service Director Aurelia Skipwith. “We look forward to continuing to improve and streamline
regulations that support more effective conservation and inspired partnerships.”
The final definition of habitat is, “For the purposes of designating critical habitat only, habitat is
the abiotic and biotic setting that currently or periodically contains the resources and conditions necessary to support one or more life processes of a species.”
This definition explicitly limits the term habitat to apply only to critical habitat designations under
the ESA, and no previously finalized critical habitat designations will be reevaluated as a result of its
establishment. While the definition is broad enough to encompass both occupied and unoccupied
critical habitat, following our 2019 revised critical habitat regulations questions about whether an
unoccupied area qualifies as habitat are less likely to occur.

More than three years ago, the Department of the Interior and the Department of Commerce began
considering improvements to the regulations the federal government uses to implement the ESA to
make them more efficient and effective. Last year, the Service finalized regulatory changes to section
4 of the ESA dealing with the listing, delisting and critical habitat, and to section 7 consultation
processes. Today’s final definition of habitat will continue to improve implementation of the ESA and
will address a 2018 Supreme Court ruling in a case regarding dusky gopher frog critical habitat
Weyerhaeuser Co. v U.S. FWS) that any area designated as critical habitat must also be habitat for
the species.
The ESA defines critical habitat and establishes separate criteria depending on whether the area is
within or outside the geographical area occupied by the species at the time of listing. It does not
define the broader term “habitat,” however, and the Services have not previously defined this term in
implementing regulations. Combined with last year’s regulatory reform, these actions will increase
the clarity of the ESA, improve partnerships, stimulate more effective conservation on the ground,
and improve consistency and predictability around critical habitat determinations.
"The Department's move to define 'habitat' is a win for everyone, especially endangered and threatened species," said Jay Farrell, National Association of State Foresters executive director. "The
Endangered Species Act plays a substantial role in how America's forests are protected and managed.
Settling on a standard definition for 'habitat' under ESA provides private landowners—and all other
land managers—with a clearer understanding of how the law will be implemented and how they can
contribute to the conservation of at-risk species."
The final regulations can be found in the Federal Register Reading Room
at: https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/current.
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CONGRESS CONTINUES TO AFFIRM THAT CLIMATE SECURITY
IS NATIONAL SECURITY
SHANA UDVARDY, Climate Resilience Analyst | JANUARY 5, 2021,
HTTPS://BLOG.UCSUSA.ORG/SHANA-UDVARDY/CONGRESS-CONTINUES-TO-AFFIRM-THAT-CLIMATESECURITY-IS-NATIONAL-SECURITY
Last week Congress voted to override the president’s veto of the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA), enacting H.R. 6395, the “William M. (Mac) Thornberry” NDAA for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021.
The FY21 NDAA marks the fourth year in a row in which both sides of the aisle have come together
to pass climate change provisions in the NDAA, the annual legislative vehicle for a broad range of
defense policies.

With the enactment of the FY21 NDAA, Congress again demonstrates bipartisan support for increasing the military’s readiness to a climate change-fueled future. The bill has four main provisions that
will strengthen the Department of Defense’s (DOD) resilience to climate change related impacts.
First, it requires DOD to update the 2014 Climate Change Adaptation Roadmap
It’s been six years since DOD released their 2014 Climate Change Adaptation Roadmap in response
to the Executive Order 13653, Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate Change,
which required all federal agencies to incorporate climate change into their planning and operations. DOD’s Roadmap is the military’s policy framework for how DOD will adapt to climate change
impacts and implement its adaptation provisions across four “lines of effort”: plans and operations,
training and testing, built and natural infrastructure, and acquisition and supply chain.
The FY21 NDAA directs DOD to update the 2014 Climate Change Adaptation Roadmap by February
1, 2022 and include descriptions of approaches and measures to mitigate the risk of current and
foreseeable extreme weather events—including the increased frequency of flooding, drought,
desertification, wildfires, thawing permafrost, hurricanes and extreme heat—and sea level rise.
What will make DOD’s updated roadmap stand apart from its predecessor is the inclusion of a
provision for the DOD to make estimates of the investments that will be required to address foreseeable costs due to extreme weather and sea level rise over the next five, 10, and 20 years. For
more information see Section 327 under Title III – Operation and Maintenance, Subtitle B – Energy
and Environment.
Why it matters:
In the spring of 2017, President Trump revoked Executive Order 13653. With this legislation,
Congress provides the Pentagon with a directive to revive this important work which is a particularly
timely requirement, given the daunting scientific findings on the impacts of global warming over
the past few years.

In addition, in 2019, the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), known as the government’s
watchdog, found that DOD has a big lift when it comes to incorporating climate change adaptation
measures into military master planning and facility designs, acquisition and supply guidance,
and engagement with communities. An updated climate change adaptation roadmap should help to
provide additional guidance to help close these gaps.
For example, the updated roadmap ought to help DOD plan for where they ought to invest in risk
reduction measures and over what timeframe. The cost estimates of these risk reduction measures
should also help the Pentagon focus on some hard questions and decision points regarding their
tolerance for risk across the four lines of efforts at different locations.
Continued next page
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Congress Continues to Affirm that Climate Security is National Security, cont’d
Second, it provides DOD with more authority to implement resilience projects
The FY21 NDAA broadens DOD’s authority to implement resilience projects on locations outside
of a military installation or facility if the secretary of defense determines the project would
preserve or enhance the resilience of an installation, facility or mission essential functions. The
bill also authorizes an additional $25 million to the Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration Program (REPI) and $25 million for planning and designing climate resilience projects. For
more information see Section 315 under Title III, Division A, Subtitle B—Energy and Environment.
Why it matters:
This provision is critical to mission readiness as many installations rely, either directly or indirectly, on infrastructure that is outside of their footprint, such as roads and bridges. In fact, GAO’s
recent report found that DOD domestic installations have “extensive and varied use” of infrastructure and support services of surrounding communities, including roads, bridges, electricity,
water, and medical facilities and that these shared infrastructure and support services have been
impacted by a range of different climate change related impacts.
Third, it requires DOD to create a new “National Academies Climate Security Roundtable”
The FY21 NDAA calls for the director of national intelligence to coordinate with the undersecretary of defense for intelligence to establish a joint agreement with the National Academies of
Science to create a new ‘‘National Academies Climate Security Roundtable” that will function as a
critical support system to the Climate Security Advisory Council –an organization established by
Congress in last year’s NDAA.
The short-term roundtable—set to terminate September 30, 2025—will include members of the
Climate Security Advisory Council; senior representatives and practitioners from federal science
agencies, the intelligence community, and the Department of Defense; and key stakeholders from
higher education institutions, federal research laboratories, industry and nonprofit research
organizations.
This roundtable is tasked with identifying gaps in national security knowledge and solutions,
exchanging data, establishing climate security indicators and warnings, and developing best practices for incorporating these into the military’s operational planning and intelligence analyses. For
more information see Section 1622 under Subtitle B—Defense Intelligence and IntelligenceRelated Activities under Title XVI —Space Activities, Strategic Programs, and Intelligence Matters.
Why it matters:
The establishment of the National Academies Climate Security Roundtable will provide more
support and resources to the recently established Climate Security Advisory Council and demonstrates a continued recognition by Congress and the Pentagon that investing in climate security is
an investment in our national security.

Fourth, it directs DOD to report on the Coast Guard’s vulnerability to climate change impacts
In one year, DOD must provide Congress with a report on the top ten Coast Guard installations
that are most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change including “rising sea tides, increased
flooding, drought, desertification, wildfires, thawing permafrost, or any other categories the
Commandant determines necessary.” The report must also include an overview of measure to
reduce these risks and an analysis of the costs of these risk reduction measures. For more
information see Section 8250 “Report on effects of climate change on Coast Guard.”

Continued next page
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Congress Continues to Affirm that Climate Security is National Security, cont’d
Why it matters:
In 2019 DOD reported back to Congress on the vulnerability of military installations to climate
change-related impacts however the report request omitted the inclusion of Coast Guard
facilities and infrastructure which are managed under the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). This directive will help provide the data needed to address some of GAO’s findings and
recommendations from 2019. GAO’s report uncovered that the “Coast Guard’s $18 billion
portfolio of shore infrastructure was deteriorating, and almost half of it was past its service life
as of 2018.”
Congress provides DOD directives to track and reduce heat trapping emissions
In addition to climate resilience, Congress included a few provisions on reducing heat-trapping
emissions.
The FY21 NDAA requires DOD to report on its total emissions levels for the last 10 fiscal years.
Given that DOD is known to be the single largest institutional producer of greenhouse gases
(GHG) in the world, that per capita the US is the largest GHG emitter, and that GHG emissions
continue to rise despite scientific warnings, it’s important for the Pentagon to take a leading role
in quantifying and tracking these emissions to help meet its emission reduction benchmarks.
It also requires DOD to evaluate and plan for the use of renewable and small-scale local energy
generation units that are connected to the electricity grid, collectively called distributed energy
assets (DEAs). Moving forward, Congress ought to request a report by DOD or GAO to track the
level to which DOD builds DEAs into its energy portfolio and what will be needed to improve
upon any roadblocks that arise.
It authorizes an additional $9 million for the second year of the DOD blue carbon capture and
direct air capture program.
Finally, the FY21 NDAA reestablishes the position of assistant secretary of defense for energy,
installations, and environment, which is a critical position to ensure DOD’s success in integrating
climate change provisions.
When considering the extent of the Pentagon’s carbon footprint, moving forward Congress must
take more significant strides on emissions reduction provisions in the next NDAA to provide
resources and advance the good work the Pentagon is already doing on green energy.
The directives are in, now the hard work begins
Now that Congress has given the Pentagon its climate change-related directives, the real work
begins for DOD to implement these policy provisions. Congress will need to track and assess
DOD’s progress and the lessons learned on overcoming barriers. Congress also needs to work
now to begin laying the groundwork for even bolder climate adaptation and mitigations
measures in next year’s NDAA and the years after that. With the support from Congress and the
Administration, the Pentagon can play a more prominent role in advancing climate change risk
and emissions reduction research, technology and measures and by doing so, lead the federal
family on best practices for using the latest climate change science to tackle one of the most
pressing national security issues.
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Environmental Security Technology Certification Program (ESTCP):
FY 2022 Solicitation for Proposals Due 4 March 2021

IMPROVED THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND AT-RISK SPECIES' MONITORING TOOLS
FOR IMPROVED TRAINING AND TESTING LAND UTILIZATION
OBJECTIVE
ESTCP projects are sought that result in innovative tools, methodologies, or technologies
that improve the Department of Defense (DoD) ability to monitor and influence relevant
threatened, endangered, at-risk species (TES) populations, and invasive species. This topic
seeks proposals that demonstrate innovative but technically mature technologies, along
with associated methodological approaches. ESTCP will give priority to those proposals
that address the application of inventory and monitoring technologies and methodologies
affecting multiple vertebrate species at DoD installations. Of interest are those technologies and methodologies that can be used to inventory species of particular relevance to
the DoD (see Table in Appendix A for list of relevant species).
Proposed technologies and methodologies should have completed all appropriate proofof principle work as applicable. ESTCP supports demonstration at a scale sufficient to
determine the operational performance of the technology or methodology and to estimate
its expected full-scale implementation costs. For proposals involving field work, some
species- or site-specific field work may be allowed prior to the actual field demonstration
if it can be completed during the first year of the project. Specific DoD site(s) may be
suggested in the pre-proposal but are not required to be identified until submittal of the
full proposal.
BACKGROUND
The DoD manages numerous TES, as well as other species of concern, across roughly 30
million acres. The inability to accurately assess the status of TES populations potentially
leads to negative impacts on the DoD’s land utilization and ultimately the mission.
Depending on the species, its life history, and life stages, successful population assessment can be challenging. These challenges can be especially acute when the species
occurs in inaccessible areas or habitat or are cryptic with respect to their surroundings.

POINT OF CONTACT

Kurt Preston, Ph.D.
Program Manager, Resource Conservation and Resiliency
Environmental Security Technology Certification Program (ESTCP)
E-mail: kurt.t.preston@usace.army.mil

For pre-proposal submission due dates, instructions, and additional solicitation
information, visit the ESTCP website at:
https://www.serdp-estcp.org/Funding-Opportunities/ESTCP-Solicitations
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Navy teams helps entangled humpback whale
https://www.navymarinespeciesmonitoring.us/blog/entangled-humpback-whale/
Researchers from Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command (NAVFAC) Atlantic and HDR
Inc. assisted with ongoing disentanglement efforts on January 5, 2021 to free a young humpback whale off the coast of Virginia Beach, Virginia that had become entangled in fishing
gear. The individual was first observed on January 2, 2021 by a whale watching tour. The whale
was alone and towing a small red buoy and about 50ft of line, believed to be from a crab pot
based on the size of the buoy and relatively thin line.
Juvenile humpbacks commonly visit the
area during the winter months and typically spend days to weeks in the shallow
coastal waters before moving on. Previous
research has shown that some individuals
return in subsequent years, and the
broader area may act as a supplemental
winter feeding ground for the returning
whales. Entanglements and vessel strikes
are a significant cause of injury and mortality for humpbacks as well as several
other large whale species. It has also been
Research team collecting photos and behavioral observations of the
documented that humpbacks visiting the
entangled humpback whale
coastal Hampton Roads area show an
affinity for shipping channels at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, putting them at increased
risk of vessel strikes.
HDR Inc. has been conducting a research project focused on humpbacks in the coastal waters of
Virginia since 2015 under the U.S. Navy’s Marine Species Monitoring Program. This project has
been documenting the seasonal
occurrence of humpbacks and
their behavioral ecology through
the use of visual surveys, photoidentification, biopsy sampling,
and telemetry tagging. On
January 5th, researchers from
NAVFAC and HDR set out of
Lynnhaven Inlet at the mouth of
the Chesapeake Bay for a routine
survey and quickly resighted the
entangled humpback just off
Cape Henry.
Tail fluke of the humpback as it goes down for a dive. The red buoy in the
foreground is attached to the whale by a long piece of line likely entangled around
one of the whale's pectoral fins
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Navy teams helps entangled humpback whale, cont’d

They spent over two hours collecting photos and aerial drone footage while coordinating
with the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center Stranding Response Team, U.S. Coast
Guard, Virginia Marine Police, and National Marine Fisheries Service on the next steps.
The research team was asked to deploy a satellite-linked telemetry tag that can be used to
remotely track the location of the whale for up to several weeks. A Smart Position and
Temperature (SPOT) tag was successfully deployed which will allow the whale to be tracked
and relocated by disentanglement experts who hope to eventually free the whale of the
gear. A biopsy sample was also collected which will be used to determine the whale’s sex
and also assess other genetic and ecological factors. Preliminary analysis of photos has
confirmed that this particular individual was originally identified by the project last winter
and is a return visitor. This information will be a valuable addition to the Mid-Atlantic
Humpback Whale Catalog, for which several of the organizations involved with the
disentanglement effort are contributors.
HDR’s research for this project is conducted under National Marine Fisheries Service
Scientific Permit 21482 held by Dan Engelhaupt. For more information on the Mid-Atlantic
Humpback Whale Monitoring project and the Mid-Atlantic Humpback Whale Catalog, please
visit the project profile on the U.S. Navy’s Marine Species Monitoring webpage.
Please remember to keep a safe distance from any marine mammals you may encounter on
the water and follow guidelines for safe whale watching. Whale disentanglement should only
be attempted by trained and permitted individuals. For more information, please visit
the Center for Coastal Studies.

The telemetry tag can be seen on the whales' dorsal fin. The fin had been damaged at some point about a year
ago but looks to be completely healed.
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OUT of OFFICE

Brett Robertson (USFWS), Nate Suida (Joint Base San Antonio Fire Module Lead) and
John Krupovage (Natural Resources Manager) take a break from prescribed burning at
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma.
Twenty-six acres of golf course out-of-play areas are being converted from turf grass/old
field to native prairie. Prescribed burning is one step in the conversion process.
(Photo: Donna Nolan)
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OUT of OFFICE

Matthew Kleitch, Natural Resource Specialist at Camp Grayling Maneuver Training
Center , radio tracks Blanding's and wood turtles on Camp Grayling to retrieve radio
transmitters whose batteries were going to die. We have been working with Purdue
University to assess micro and macrohabitat for both species. The next phase, starting
in 2021 will focus on nesting, juvenile recruitment, and survival.
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OUT of OFFICE

Bob Schallmann conducts a Pacific Flyway Shorebird Protocol Survey at
Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach on 15 December 2020.
Nice hat, Bob!
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NMFWA would like to thank the following companies for sponsoring the 2020
Annual Meeting and Training Workshop in Omaha, NE
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Roland Sosa, Naval Engineering Command (NAVFAC)
Southwest, San Diego, CA

Michele Richards,
Ft. Custer Training Center, MI

Alan Schultz, Fort Bragg,
NC

Bob Schallmann, Naval
Weapons Station Seal Beach,
CA

Tim Buchanon,
Ft. Hood, TX

Dan Savercool, EA Engineering, Science, and Technology

Director At-Large
Robby Smith, NAVFAC Southeast, Jacksonville, FL
Zoe Duran, Idaho Army National Guard, ID
20120/2021 Board of Directors
President—Janet Johnson, Arizona Army National Guard, Phoenix, AZ
Immediate Past President—Nicole Olmsted, NAVFAC PAC, Honolulu, HI
Vice President—Michael Wright, NAVFAC MidLant, Virginia Beach, VA
Secretary—Bill Berry, Marine Corps Installations, West, Camp Pendleton, CA
Treasurer—Russ Lawrence, Hill AFT, UT
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CONFERENCE ROUNDUP
The USDA National Invasive Species Information
Center has numerous conferences and training
workshops: www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/
calendar.php

Ecological Society of America
Annual Meeting
Long Beach, CA August 14-19, 2021

DENIX has a list of upcoming conferences
and meetings: http://www.denix.osd.mil/
conferences/

The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting
September 26-30, 2021
https://wildlife.org/learn/
conferences-2/

https://www.esa.org/events/
meetings

Society for Range Management

Society of American Foresters National Convention

http://annualmeeting2021.rangelands.org/

November 3-7. 2021
Sacramento, CA

VIRTUAL MEETING
February 15-18, 2021
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How to get the most out of a virtual conference:
Turn Off Distractions
The temptation to react to notifications on your phone or computer while you’re working from
home is way stronger than when you’re in a room full of people. Eliminate those distractions to stay
focused during online conference sessions.






Set “Do Not Disturb” or “Focus Assist” on Your Computer. Push notifications (the ones
that pop into the corner of your screen) are probably the worst distraction while attending a
conference via your computer. Turn them off for the hour or the day to avoid distractions
during conference sessions.
Turn on an Email Autoresponder. Set an email “out-of-office” like you would if you were
traveling away from the office. It lets you comfortably ignore your inbox and focus on the
conference.
Limit Notifications on Your Phone. Allow exceptions to the “Do Not Disturb” setting on your
Android and iOS devices so you can set it to do-not-disturb but still get a call from your
partner or kids in case of an emergency. Or just limit notifications for apps like email, news,
and social media.

Take Notes & Review Them
Six or eight hours of online workshops and lectures is a lot to take in. It’s easy after a virtual
conference session to just step back into your life — check emails, wash dishes, make dinner,
watch TV. Instead, give yourself the same alone time to reflect that you would given yourself at
the hotel that night if you had traveled for the conference.
Join the Social Media Chatter
You can skim conference hashtags on Twitter to discover nuggets of wisdom from people in other
sessions at conferences you attend virtually or in person. It’s a fun way to soak up more of a
conference than just the sessions you can make. It’s also helpful to share highlights from the
sessions you’re in. Distilling sound bites and ideas from a session helps you pull out the most
important information you learned.
Final Word
A lot of people who never would have considered online conferences before have no choice this
year. With stay-at-home orders keeping us from gathering, we’ll either miss out on annual
conferences or figure out how to make the most of attending them virtually.
Take full advantage of what the conference offers by committing time to attend, participating
in discussions, joining social events, and actively connecting with other attendees after the
conference.
Take a virtual conference as seriously as you take in-person events — especially when it’s your
only option. If you’re focused, engaged, and motivated, you can get just as much out of attending
a conference from your living room as flying across the country for it.

The above tips from Money Crashers, provide good advice for any virtual conference.
https://www.moneycrashers.com/online-virtual-conferences-pros-cons/

FISH AND WIDLIFE NEWS (FAWN)
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE
NATIONAL MILITARY FISH AND WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION
NOTE: Titles and affiliations are for informational purposes only and do not present the individuals as spokespersons of the
Department of Defense or agency/installation listed.
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