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Elizabeth Neipert, President

To gain a little perspective prior to writing this article, I looked back at
previous Wild Sides from our Past Presidents. I’m a true believer in
the old adage that we won’t know where we are going if we don’t
know where we have been. I also feel that we are not able to really
appreciate a smooth road with a nice view if we never experienced a
rough road with horrible scenery (I’ll refrain from naming any flat
states in the middle of the country). I was rereading an article penned
by Past President McNaughton in the October 2013 FAWN.
Following an annual meeting attended by only 30 members in the
immediate wake of sequestration, his article started with these words:
“morale hasn’t been this low in a long time”. While we always have
work ahead of us and trials to overcome, I feel that we are looking at
those times in the rear-view mirror. And although we should glance
back on occasion, we need to keep our eyes fixed on the road ahead.
With this in mind, I feel a serious sense of progress. An alternate
opening under consideration for this article was “PROGRESS!” We
are talking a serious change of tune from 2013, when only a handful
of us were able to travel and attend our Annual Meeting. This was a
portion of the reason for the low morale referenced by President
McNaughton. While our ability to travel to meetings has not changed
dramatically over the last half-decade, there have been steps in the
right direction every year. This year we had a signed OSD Support
Memo by September. That memo is available on the NMFWA
website and was sent out via our listserv. Each of the military
services are working through their respective processes to send
personnel. Department of Army already has an approved list of
attendees. The work and support of those instrumental in acquiring
these endorsements is greatly appreciated and reflects the
importance of our meeting.
Although we put significant effort into our Annual Meeting and
Training Workshop, we are a year-round association. It is important
to reach out to new hires within the DoD Natural Resources
community and let them know the Association has a broad membership available with the same mission and whose members are eager
to answer questions and share information.
Continued on next page
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The Wild Side cont’d
In August, I attended one of the DoD Migratory Bird Treaty Act training classes. I instantly
recognized several participants and instructors from prior NMFWA meetings. During our first
morning break some attendees came over to say hello and quickly catch-up. By lunch time, a
woman approached me and asked how I knew so many attendees since I was not local. I then
broke out into my NMFWA spiel. I explained who we are and what we do, how I too was new at
one point and that meeting other NMFWA members influenced my work and career. I let her
know how to join and gave her a few names of people to reach out to for questions within her
Service Branch and within her geographic region. I’m sure if I see her again, she too will have a
familiar face with whom to discuss current happenings.
I know that for some Services, the deadline for name submission to attend our meeting may
have passed. However please look around your respective Services and regional areas for personnel new to DoD or with new job duties. Our members are our best resource for outreach and
communication. The woman I referenced earlier works as the sole Natural Resources person at
her installation and had no one to mentor her or provide advice. That’s a major role for NMFWA!
Election time is fast approaching, and no, I’m not talking about the current POTUS election
(again, comments will be withheld). I’m talking about your NMFWA Board of Directors. Past
President Coralie Cobb will be accepting nominations soon. Please look around, see if there is
anyone who you believe would be an asset to your Board or if you want to be more involved. If
you’re unsure of the requirements and duties, please reach out to Coralie or myself. A Regional
Director position is a great place to start on the Board. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again,
there is a role for everyone. If a board position is not quite right for you at this time, we have
focused committees that can always use a hand. Look for more specific requests in this edition
and upcoming listserv request.
Summer flew by, fall fast approached and we are quickly nearing the end of 2016. I wish you all
a happy and healthy holiday season!

Have a great bird-management, bird-research, or birdplanning story to tell?

Consider presenting a paper at the Bird Conservation
Working Group Meeting in Spokane!

Contact Dave McNaughton for more details at
davmcnaugh@pa.gov

The FAWN
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NMWFA Awards and Recognition
DO YOU HAVE A COLLEAGUE OR MENTOR THAT INSPIRES YOU?
WE’VE EXTENDED THE DEADLINE – SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATIONS BY
1 FEBRUARY!

Do you know someone that inspires you to work a little harder? Someone
who goes that extra mile to ensure a job well done? A colleague, mentor or
leader you work with that stands out, that steps forward when everyone else
stands still? Please join the National Military Fish & Wildlife Association in
honoring those among us who support the military mission by preserving the
natural heritage of our country on Department of Defense lands in this
manner - nominate them for a NMFWA award.
Any individual can make a nomination (not just NMFWA members!) and awards can go to any individual or
group fitting the nomination categories. Awards will be presented at the next annual meeting in Spokane,
Washington in 2017.
Please submit your nominations to the Award Committee Chair, Janet.Johnson@fmo.azdema.gov by 1
February 2017.
Award Categories
There are three types of awards: General Awards, the NMFWA Lifetime Achievement Award, and the
Presidential Awards. Most general award categories are for short-term achievements (less than 5 years),
while the life-time achievement and both presidential awards are for long-term contributions. Please visit
http://www.nmfwa.net/index.php/awards for further details for each award.
1. General Awards include:
 Conservation Research Award
 Natural Resources Conservation Management, Model Programs / Projects Award
 Natural Resources Conservation Management, Policy
 Natural Resources Conservation Management, Enforcement
 Natural Resources Conservation Management, Communication, Military Involvement
 Natural Resources Conservation Management, Conservation Partnerships
2. NMFWA Lifetime Achievement Award
3. Presidential Awards include:
 Award for Bio-Political Leadership
 Laurence Jahn Award
There have been reports by some people that the Award Nomination Ballot found on the NMFWA website
is not allowing for the inclusion of the section "Description of Accomplishments and/or Achievements”. If this
is the case please fill out in word and submit directly to the Award Committee Chair. Make sure that the
person being nominated and for which award is included at the top of the write up. Lastly, you need not
include information on "Criteria Ranking" in the write-up.
All questions on the award nomination process should be addressed to the NMFWA Awards Committee Chair
Janet Johnson (602-267-2915, janet.johnson@fma.azdema.gov). The NMFWA Awards Ballot and Rules can
be found at: http://www.nmfwa.net/index.php/awards
The FAWN
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82nd North American Wildlife and
Natural Resources Conference
March 4-11, 2017

Registration for the NMFWA Annual Meeting and Training Workshop
will soon be open.
Visit the Wildlife Management Institute's website for information. Please
remember to register as NMFWA member so the Association gets credited.
The conference will be held at the Davenport Grand Hotel in Spokane,
Washington. The room rate is $99 per night and they are accepting reservations now. The meeting will be held at the Convention Center which is connected to the hotel by a skybridge. The River Front Park, Spokane River and
Centennial Trail are all within walking distance of the hotel. All of which will
contribute to a great meeting!
Want to be more involved? Eric is also looking for volunteers to help run AV
in the sessions and working group meetings. If interested, please contact
him at Eric.R.Britzke@erdc.dren.mil
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference has announced the event’s
line-up of four concurrent Special Sessions scheduled to follow the Plenary Session on
Wednesday, March 8.


Making Relevance a Reality



Conservation in the Face of a Changing Energy Development Landscape



Insights to Inform Marketing Efforts within State Fish and Wildlife Agencies



Wildlife Successes in Optimum Funding Scenarios - Exxon Valdez and Deepwater
Horizon Restoration
The FAWN
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Want to be more involved in the upcoming Annual Meeting and Training Workshop?
We have three ways during the Show and Tell Reception.
Poster session
This is a great way to justify attendance and it is a great opportunity to showcase natural resources
accomplishments on your installation. The poster session is an excellent to communicate to NMFWA and
WMI community your projects, surveys, cost saving tools or perhaps even interesting observations.
In order to save room please contact Nicole Olmstead at (nicole.olmsted@fe.navy.mil) with your
intentions. There is no cost associated with the presentation of posters.
Support the Silent Auction and Support a Student!
Silent Auction proceeds will start funding a new scholarship for future wildlife and fisheries biologists,
botanists, ecologists, range conservationists, foresters, and wildlife law enforcement agents and we need
your donations. Think about bringing an item unique to your region. Wine from California. Cheese from
Wisconsin. Beef jerky from Texas. Or vintage NMFWA swag. So let’s support our future leaders and
make this Silent Auction the best one yet.
Contact Kirsten Christopherson at norska(dot)kc(at)gmail.com with any questions or offers of help.
Photo Contest
Calling all photographers for the annual NMFWA Photography Contest, there is still time before the
Annual Meeting to capture that perfect shot.
Contest rules are as follows:
1. Anyone registered at the NMFWA conference is eligible to enter and the photo must be taken by the
participant
2. Photos must be mounted on stiff backing such as photo board, art board, or foam core, etc. Matting is
optional. Do not submit photos in glass frames. Each photo must have the name and address of the
photographer clearly marked on the back, along with the entry category.
3. Photos must be at least 5 X 7 inches and no larger than 11 X 14 inches in size (not including mat or
board). Color and black and white prints are acceptable. Slides are not allowed.
4. Each photo must qualify in one of the following categories:
a. Wildlife (any species is acceptable)
b. Installation field activities (photo must have been taken at a DoD installation or project site to
qualify for this category)
c. Landscapes/scenic (any location is acceptable)
d. Humor/fun (includes wildlife or people in humorous poses, people taking part in fun activities
such as NMFWA meeting, studio shots, etc.)
e. Botany (any plant species is acceptable, this includes fungi and alga)
5. Each participant may enter up to two photos in each category. One prize will be awarded in each
category. Participants at the Show and Tell Reception will vote on the winning photos.
6. Bring your photos with you and submit them before the Show and Tell Session.
The POC for the contest is Bob Schallmann at (robert.schallmann@navy.mil)

The FAWN

6

O CTO BE R 20 16

2017

National Military Fish and Wildlife Association Annual Training Workshop and Meeting

Highlights for the meeting include Endangered Species Act training on Monday and
Pollinator training on Friday.
There will also be technical sessions, Working Group sessions, and Service break-out
sessions. All members are welcome to attend Board meetings as well.

Pest
Management
Session

BASH
Working
Group
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“Dark Skies" Protecting Endangered Seabirds, the Mission
Robert Purdy, Pacific Missile Range Public Affairs
It will definitely be darker at Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF) beginning Sept. 15 as the base
begins its "Dark Skies" program. PMRF will be turning off all non-essential lighting on the base and
modifying night time operations to help protect rare Hawaiian seabirds and prevent "shearwater
fallout." The Newell's shearwater and Hawaiian petrel are two of Hawaii's seabirds protected by the
Endangered Species Act (ESA).
During the shearwater fledgling season which runs from September 15 to December 15, fledglings
of these mountain-nesting birds leave the safety of their nests to make their nocturnal maiden
voyages to sea, using the position of the stars and natural light from the moon to plot their courses.
Unfortunately, a number of these birds become disoriented by mistaking man-made lights for natural
moonlight as they fly over inhabited areas of the island. This can result in a bird accidentally flying
into a building, light, electric power cable, or circling a light until it is too exhausted to reroute to sea
and eventually falling to the ground, sustaining injury, being hit by a car or falling prey to domestic
and wild animals.
John Nelson, PMRF Installation Environmental Program director shared some tips on how the
PMRF community can help protect these seabirds and people can do if they find one in need of
help. "Turn off all unnecessary outdoor lighting, draw curtains and blinds during the hours of 18000600 (6 p.m. to 6 a.m.), keep pets leashed and supervised at all times, and refrain from feeding
wildlife, including feral cats," said Nelson. "If you should happen to find an injured seabird on PMRF,
call the PMRF Natural Resources duty phone at (808) 208-4416. Do not attempt to approach or
move the bird unless it is in immediate danger."
"If the bird is in danger, use thick gloves or a piece of cloth to cover the head, slowly grabbing it from
behind," continued Nelson. "Ensure a firm grip, restricting the wings from flapping, but paying special
attention not to crush it. Place the bird in a well-ventilated box or pet carrier and transfer it to the
Save Our Shearwaters (SOS) Aid Station box located at the PMRF Pass and I.D. gate. Do not give
food or water to the bird. If at all possible, maintain watch over the bird until PMRF Security or PMRF
Environmental personnel can transport it to rehabilitation professionals."

Hawaiian petrel
(Pterodroma sandwichensis)
Newell’s shearwater
(Puffinus newelli)
The FAWN
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“Dark Skies" Protecting Endangered Seabirds, the Mission, cont’d
This is the second year PMRF is initiating the Dark Skies program. PMRF personnel have been
working closely together to ensure the program is successful by conducting pre-season lighting
checks, identifying potential areas to minimize impact, informing and educating base personnel,
and ensuring procedures are in place to aid an injured bird in need of assistance.
"Conservation of the environment and wildlife are top priorities for PMRF," said Capt. Vincent
Johnson, commanding officer, Pacific Missile Range Facility. "We take our environmental
responsibility seriously and are consistently working to safeguard the environment and wildlife.
The Dark Skies program is a combined base effort."
"Mission operations, schedule changes, training, safety and security of the base and its
residents all have to be taken into account," Johnson added. "A lot of advanced planning is
required to ensure that we achieve our mission and help keep the birds safe at the same time.
It's truly a 'Team PMRF' effort and one that cannot be accomplished without the support and
cooperation of every member of the 'PMRF Ohana' and the neighboring community."
PMRF works closely with federal and state agencies, schools, conservation organizations, the
public and the host community to implement groundbreaking initiatives towards conservation,
environmental protection and the protection of endangered species.
PMRF is the recipient of the 2015 Chief of Naval Operations Environmental Award as well as
the 2015 Secretary of the Navy Environmental Award for its achievements in environmental
stewardship.

Dark skies at Pacific Missile Range Facility, Kauai, Hawaii
The FAWN
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SERDP Solicits Proposals for FY 2018 Funding

Core Pre-Proposals Due January 5, 2017;
SEED Proposals Due March 7, 2017
SERDP released solicitations on October 27,
2016, seeking proposals for FY 2018 funding.
Through a Federal Call for
Proposals and a Broad Agency Announcement, funds are available through a competitive process to both Federal and private sector organizations to
perform basic and applied research and advanced technology development.
Core SERDP projects vary in cost and duration, consistent with the scope of the work
proposed. The statements of need referenced by this solicitation request proposals related to the
SERDP program areas of Environmental Restoration (ER), Munitions Response (MR),
Resource Conservation and Climate Change (RC), and Weapons Systems and Platforms (WP). All Core
pre-proposals are due January 5, 2017 by 2 p.m. ET.
The SERDP Exploratory Development (SEED) Solicitation provides funding opportunities for work that
will investigate innovative environmental approaches that entail high technical risk
or require supporting data to establish proof of concept. Funding is limited to not more than $200,000
and projects are approximately one year in duration. This year, SERDP is
requesting SEED proposals for the Munitions Response (MR) program area. All SEED
proposals are due March 7, 2017 by 2 p.m. ET.
Webinar for the SERDP Solicitation: SERDP Acting Executive Director Dr. Herb Nelson and Deputy Director Dr. Andrea Leeson will conduct an online seminar “SERDP Funding
Opportunities” on November 4, 2016, from 1:30-2:30 p.m. ET. This briefing will offer valuable information for those interested in new SERDP funding opportunities. During the online
seminar, participants may ask questions about the funding process, the current SERDP
solicitation, and the proposal submission process. Pre-registration for this webinar is
required. If you have difficulty registering, please contact the SERDP Support Office at
serdp-estcp.webinars@noblis.org or by telephone at 571-372-6565.
Detailed instructions and statements of need are available on the Funding
Opportunities page at https://serdp-estcp.org/Funding-Opportunities

The FAWN
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EPA Awards $10.8M for National Environmental Education Training Program
20 Oct 2016 Press Release
More than 4,400 environmental educators will be able to gain training and leadership
opportunities in 2017 through a new cooperative agreement between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the North American Association for Environmental
Education (NAAEE).
EPA is funding up to $10.8 million over five years through the agency's teacher training
program, formally known as the National Environmental Education Training Program.
"Environmental educators help learners of all ages understand and value the ecosystems
around them," said U.S. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. "The teacher training
program gives educators access to the best classroom and out-of-classroom materials
and professional development opportunities, focused on using the environment as a
platform for learning science, technology, engineering and math skills to improve
decision-making."
NAAEE will launch a five-year program called "ee360," starting in 2017. The association
is bringing together a broad collection of partners: Antioch University, the Center for
Diversity and the Environment, Earth Force, the NAAEE Affiliate Network, Project
Learning Tree, Stanford University, the University of Oregon, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. National Park Service, the U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the U.S. Forest Service.
NAAEE and these partners will train professionals to deliver high-quality environmental
education in formal and non-formal education settings. In the first year, ee360 aims to
train more than 4,400 educators. The partners will also strengthen the field by building
infrastructure through leadership clinics, developing state certification programs, using
technology, expanding access to resources, and researching the value of environmental
education.
Since 1992, EPA's teacher training program has funded training, helped universities
and states develop accredited certification programs, and promoted the national
Environmental Education Guidelines for Excellence.
For more information on the teacher training program, visit:
https://www.epa.gov/education/national-environmental-education-training-program\
For more information on NAAEE, visit: www.naaee.org

The FAWN
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ATTENTION! All Newcomers to NMFWA
If you are new to the National Military Fish & Wildlife Association and
are planning to attend the 2017 Workshop in Portland then we would like
to invite you to the first ever Newcomer's Breakfast!
We will be holding the inaugural event for all newcomers on Wednesday,
March 8th at 0700. Check out the program when you arrive in Spokane
for the location of the breakfast. The breakfast will give all newcomers to
the Association a chance to meet and greet the Board of Directors, as well
as ask any questions about the Association that you may have. It will also
give the Board of Directors a chance to meet and greet all the new faces
to the organization and introduce all the ways to get involved in your
organization. Plus, there will be coffee!

2016 Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration Program (REPI)
Webinar Series
The REPI Webinar Series 2016 (http://createsend.com/t/d-353AAE2E14C274F2) is brought to
you by the DoD, and showcases best practices, tutorials, and knowledge sharing on REPI partnerships that support military missions and accelerate the pace and rate of conservation. Web
Announcement:
Unless otherwise noted, all webinars begin at 1:00 p.m. eastern. To download the detailed
webinar descriptions and connection instructions, please visit
http://www.repi.mil/Resources/Webinars.aspx.
July 20- Thinking Outside the Base: Off-Installation Solutions to Environmental Regulatory
Issues
September 21- State Policies and Encroachment Protection Efforts
December 7- Environmental Law Institute Brief: Sentinel Landscapes Partnership Authorities
and Opportunities
Please contact the REPI office [simon_girair@bah.com] with your questions or suggestions.
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Energy, Installations, and Environment)
Website:www.repi.mil

E-mail:osd.repi@mail.mil

The FAWN
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Yahoo Groups
If you'd like to join up, from the email address at which you'd like to
receive messages, send a blank email to:
NMFWA-Memberssubscribe@yahoogroups.com
Listserve messages from NMFWA
related email has been blocked by
some military IT systems. You have
the option to sign up with either
work or home email. If you’re already
getting messages from us, do nothing.
If you ever decide to leave the group,
it's simple! Just send a blank message to
NMFWA-Membersunsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
If you ever need to get your NMFWA
emails at a different address, the
easiest thing to do is "unsubscribe"
from one address and "subscribe"
from another.

The FAWN
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NMFWA is on
FACEBOOK!
To follow us, type
National Military Fish
and Wildlife
Association in the Facebook search bar and hit

The FAWN
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Charlie Baun,
Idaho National Guard
Jason Gibbons
Air Force Environmental Center of Excellence,
Travis AFB, CA

Michele Richards,
Ft. Custer Training Center, MI

Greg Fleming,
Ft. Belvoir, VA

Shawn Stratton,
Fort Riley, KS

Ian Trefry,
NAVFAC MidLant, PWD,
Portsmouth, ME

Director At-Large
Rick Lance,ERDC-EL Vicksburg, MS
Janet Johnson, Arizona Army National Guard, Phoenix, AZ

2016/2017 Board of Directors
President–Elizabeth Neipert, ERDC-EL (elizabeth.neipert@colostate.edu)
Vice President—Eric Britzke, ERDC-EL Vicksburg, MS (Eric.R.Britzke@erdc.dren.mil)
Secretary—Nicole Olmstead, NAVFAC Marianas, Guam (nicole.olmsted@fe.navy.mil)
Treasurer—Lauren Wilson, Air Force Environmental Center of Excellence, Travis AFB, CA
(lauren.wilson.8@us.af.mil)
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The USDA National Invasive Species Information
Center has numerous conferences and training
workshops: www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/
calendar.php

DENIX has a list of upcoming conferences
and meetings: http://www.denix.osd.mil/
conferences/

Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting

The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting

Portland, OR

Albuquerque, New Mexico
September 23-27, 2017

August 6-11, 2017

http://wildlifesociety.org/

http://www.esa.org/portland/#.V_RcKeArI2x

Society for Range Management,
St. George, UT
January 29 to February 2, 2017

Society of American Foresters National Convention

http://www.rangelands.org/events/

Madison, Wisconsin

November 2-6. 2016

The FAWN
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Spokane, Washington is unique in many ways:
City was founded as Spokan Falls in 1872
Spokane means "Children of the Sun" in the local native language
Currently the second most populous city in Washington
Largest city between Seattle and Minneapolis
Created "Bloomsday," the largest timed running race in the nation
Features the "Hot Zone," free outdoor wireless
internet in a 100 block downtown area
It's the sunny side of the state
Hosted the 1974 World's Fair
Hosts "Hoopfest," the planet's largest three-onthree basketball tournament
Childhood home of Bing Crosby
Started Father's Day

75+ Fun Things to Do in Spokane, WA
A revitalized downtown is providing a boom for this sporting city in Washington state where
biking, hiking, skiing, and more is just a way of life. With beautiful scenery and plenty of
attractions, there are plenty of fun and epic things to do in Spokane every day of the year.
This website has 75 of them for your next visit that you need to check out!
https://funthingstodo.io/spokane-wa-fun-things-to-do/

NOTE: Titles and affiliations are for informational purposes only and do not present the individuals as
spokespersons of the Department of Defense or agency/installation listed.
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